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To the Readers 
CONSCIENCE. 


Onſciences, how thou wilt 

take it 1 know not © however 
T have adventured to write 
a few lines unto " nh becauſe 
I know thou art well acquainted with 
my Reader , and canſh do much with 
himif thou wilt ; and if thou be good 
Conſcience thou wilt. Naturally good 
T know thou art, I would hope that-thou 


art Spirityally good,purged from dead 


works by the Bloud of Chriſt, Heb. 
9.14- and made good by the power of 
the *ReſurreCtion of Jeſus: Chriſt , 
1 Pet.3.21, and art able th give area- 
ſon by thyhoye to be ſaved,+1 Per. 3. 
IF, 16. and that thou ſtandeſt upon 


thy watch and ward againſt Sin, Sa- 


tan; and the World; Tim. 1.18; 19. 4 
Hymever thou art. naturally \good ; 
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” Toth ers Conſcence. 


ſomething thou hast retained ſince the 
Falls all is not loſt: Reaſon, Know- 


pe 
Jv] 
A, 


"} 
By 
i 

| 


42.21, 4nd Judas that 
”  . mn betraying unvocent bloud, Mat. 27. 


ledge, and the power of Refl: ion thou 
haſt ; -and to ſpeak_accor ding to thy 
»K nowleage " and totell every one with 
whom thou haſt to do, the truth how "tis 
with them, 4s thy eſſential property. 


Even thaſe (John 8.6,9.) that tempted ® 


Chriſt, that they.might have ſomethm 


' to accuſe him of, were convitted of thezr 


Conſciencts ; their .Conſciences dealt 
plainly withthem , and told. them the 


'#ruth , that they were not without ſin, 


Conſciencexthou art theCandle of the 
Lord ſearching the inward parts , the 


moſt ſecret thoughts , deſires , andin= 
 . tents of the heart, Prov.20.27. accord- 


3g tothat of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.2. 11; 
What man knoweth the things of a 
mans ſave the ſpixit of a-man within 
him ? Tho# d4idſt tell Pharzoh that be 
T&s wicked;Exod.g. 27. and Joſeph's 
Bretheren, that they were guilty, Gen. 

be had ſinned 


3, 4+ 
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To th: Readers Conſcienre: "Mi 
344. JTpray thee do 4s mich for my* © 
Reager if thou'ſee cauſe forit, It may - 

' be thou art-a well read Conſcience inthe 
Law of God. enlightned and rightly ins - 

formed. If thou be fa, thon knoweſt® ©. 
my Readers eſtate Godwird, whether.” 

F A good-or bad , in the ſtate-of Grace or ® 
Nature. Thou muft needs know, for — © 

theuart always at home with him, and 
there 1 not 4 thought in his Heart but- 
thou art privyto1t., nar a-word 'inhis'- | 

. tongue but thou heareſt it, nor awork.of 

bs hand but thou feef it. God hath © 

O 


_ 


maae thee his Spy and Over ſeer, that ſa- 
Os a true Witneſs for or a- 
im. 
Conſcience , thoucanſt tell whether 
my Reader bea Child of wrath, as he: 
was born, Eph: 2.3. 9 whether be be 
born again, and ſo be a Child of God: -- 
by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 3. 26. 
Thou canſt tell whether hehe as yer». ff 
ro this-day in the gall of bitterneſs? 
and bond of iniquity »- 4s he- Aﬀts 87. 
234, | \., 
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*Tothe Readers Conſcience. 


fanttified throughout » cleanſed from 


ei Ok of fleſh and Spirit, 


Whether he Worſhip God in ſpirit 
and truth. | 
Whether he have only the form of 


oalineſs, or the power alſo.” 


Whether he be a Chriſtian outward-' 


ty cnly., or inwardly alſo. 


alſo. 
Whether he have only a name to 
live , or be alive indeed, 
Whether he be barren and unfruit- 
ful, or fr; tful in every good work. 


Whether his Knowledge be affettive | 


and operative, and ſo ſaving. 


Whether his Faith be unfeigned, the 


Faith of Gods Elitt, working. > purify- 
Mg, Conquering. 


; - Whes 


1 4 © Thin canſt tell whether he be in the 
iy op and do live after rhe fleſh or no. 
i Whetherhebe the ſame that ever be 
' Was, or whether he be a new creature y 
it rhe workmanſhip of God by a ſecond cre- 

|. * ation, born of God and of the Spirit » 


W. onher a hearer only , or a: do 4 


{] 


Whether bis wenn, be. | 
tance unto Life » earing the Fruits of 
Carefulneſs,; Clearing, Indignations - 
Fear , :Vehement. Defires Zeal,.Re-- 
venge, 2 Cor. 7. 11. 

Whether his Obedience be univer al. | 

© Whether he eſteem a Gods wr ;- 
cepts; C ning all .. things to; be 
FOE oapicns be hate every falſe 
way, P/al. 119.128. 

Conſcience,thoucauſt tell whether my 
Readgy have laid aſide all malice and 
all guiles and hypocriſies, and enyiess - 
and evil ſpeakings, 4s he is required. 
I Pet: 2.1. 

Whether he defires the ſincere-milk 
of the word,that he M2 BLOW Rage” 
by, ver. 2. 

And whether he do grow mm nat: 

Whether he be contented with LM 
be hath attained, or whether he preſs 
forward,after Pauls example, Piel. 3. 
133 14. 


Whether he obs Religion the great- 


of baſras ſs he has to doin the wor Id, 


A4 | Whe: 2 


ys my my 4 oF the 6 Conſe cience: 
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Whether Gods. Word be his Rule in 
- 

W bether Gods glory be his end in ol. 

' Whether he ſeek bus own things , or 
te things of. Chriſt, moſt. 
Whether bis Heart be Godward , 


 Chriſtward, Heavenward. 


Whether his Converſation be in 
Heaven, and his AﬀeQions upon 
things aboye.. | 

ther he have Oyl in his Veſfet ar 
well" as in hu lamp. 

Whether he can prove his Union 
with Chriſt, 

Whether. he. has made his Calling 


: and Etection ſure. 


' Whether he be yet made meet for 
' the inheritance or the Saints in light. 

' Whether he love the appearing of 
Chr. 

And Conſcience thoucanſt tell whe- 
ther *ny Reader :does live by the Faith 
of the Spn of God, 4 Paylara, Gal. 
2.20» 

W hether be ſhew ut of a good con* 

VEL=- 


1 


|- blameleſs,a-Zechary and Elizabeth , 


| Tothe Readers Conftience;-  * 


verfirion his works with mecknefs of * 
 widdom, James 3+.13. 

What: work 2nd labour of love he 
hath ſhewed towards the Namt of. 
Grit, whether he have-miniſtred to - 
the Saints 47d do miniſter, Heh.6.10--- 

Whether he fulfil all the Wills of. 
God, 4s David did, Acts 13.22. 

Whether he follow God fully > ar: 
Caleb aid... | 

Whether he be righteous befere 
God, walking in all the Command= © 
ments and Ordinances of 'the Lord: 


Luke 1. 6. 
Whether he be holy in all mannerof * 
converſation , as he-is required to be, 
;1 PE. 14.15. 
Whether .his Converſation in  this'- 
World be in ſimplicity & godly {1 
#. cerify, 2 Cor. 1. 12.. | 
'. Whether he. be zealous of cook ;- 
works, Tit.2.14- 
Whether the Teal of Gods-Houls J 
46 even cat him up. } 
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To the Readers Conſcience. 
Whether be be contented to be. no- 


thing that God may be al, and to be. 


accounted vile, ſo God may be ho- 


> noured . P 


- Whether he deny himfelf, and take 
uP his Croſs 2nd follow Chriſt, Mart. 
16. 24. | 

Whether he rejoice in hope, and be 
patient 1n tribulation, and continue 
inſtant In prayer, Rom. 12. 12. 

Now Conſcience , I have an earnſt 
requeſt to thee;, and ſeeing thou always 
loareſt in the boſom if my Reader, thou 
eanſt not want an oppurtunity 10 do 
what I ſhall requeſt of thee, © My Re- 
queſt 13 this, That thou weouldſt deal 
honeſtly with r1y Reader , and tell him 
the truth of his eſtate wiat it 15. 

If he be achild of wrath;and in the 
gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniqui- 


ty, tcl him ſo, and ſay to him 4s Peter | 


to Simon Magus , AQs 8. 23. Iper- 
ceive thou art in the gall of bitter- 
neſs and bond of iniquity, a child of 
wrath, and the wrath of God will come 

; Hp- 


To.the Readers Conſcieace- | 


upon thee if ghou continue ſo, Eph.5: 6. 

If my Reager da live after thedleth, 
(and fire thoa canſt tell whether he T6 
ſo or no,). Good C onſcience tefl bim 
that he does fo, and that if he ſhall con- 


tinue ſo to do; he ſhall dies and ſhe bim © 
'Rom.8.13. and bid him read it. _ 


If my. Reader do the work of the 
Lord neglivently, aeeirfully ,, if be 
ofter to God a corrups thing when 
he, has a male tooffer, tel him of the 


curſe which hangs over his head, and ' # 


make him read, Fer. 48. 10. Mat. 1. 14. 
If he have no preyer in his Family » 
cauſe himte rgad Jer.,10. 25. | 
If be remember not the Sabbath day ._ 
to keep i it. holy » gave him no rest, till 
thou bat, gotten him to read and ponder | 
upon what is written Jer. 17. 27. 
If he be an jale ,ſlothfyl, unprofita- 


He ſervant in the Lords. Work » ſhew 


m Mat..2$..30: -.. . 
_—_ he be an afrvigful tree in the + 
Lords vingyatd,j revail with him (for 
Fo anſt go #t ) jo read. again and + 
= ; again on 


%. - 


.-. : RK . 'Y\ 
$* TotheReaders Conſcience. | 
Ml 4gainthe wards of Chriſt, Luke 13. 7; 

_ - bh NT 
|; 89. ſhew him alſo, Matth. 7. 17. 4nd 
| Heb6,7,8. Say ro him,. Why doft thou 


ot take the Bible and read it ?. 
Ns crerice, if my Reader believe not 

:u FeſwChriſt,if he do not obedjential- 
ly.rest upon him alone for ſalvation, tell; 
lll Fbimthat if he donot believe. the ſooner 
'! be muſt be damned, Mark 16. 16. 
ky. 1f he have not fapeepes » if ke have 

| x Confefſed his. ſin:, and 'mourned: 
f for it, and turned from it untoGod; ; 
j | ' #e[lhimbe muſt do tt or periſh, and ſhew. 
Mes, Loke 13+ 3,45 OG 
Il Df he bewnrighteia, good ay og 
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\ tell him, thatif he continue ſuch, he 
ll fall never inherit the Kingdom of * 
i God: Compell himtoread., 1 Cor.-6:. 
ll 9, 10. ; | 

| If be be unhaly, tell bim, that be ſhall ' 


| 

|| never ſee the Lord ; and ber him not 
| be quiet till he. has taken the Bible and * 
| read it in Heb. 12; 14» 

ll . Jf hebe unzegenerate » telthim, he- 
[ : $4110t. (if he continue ſo){ee theKing- 


To the Readers Conſcience: 


dom of -God. Put the" Bible into ba” 


hand,and bid him read, John 3:345- + 


Conſcience, if my Reader be a neg» | 


leer of that grear Salvation: profer- 


ed in the Goſpel y. and continue ſoy tell.” . 
him that:-he cannot eſcape damnation 2 - 


_ and ſhiw-him, Heb.2-3: © 


If he turn away from-bim that Þ 
ſpeaketh front Heaven ts hzmytell-hins . 
that he cannot ' eſcape the wrath of | 
God; arid ſhew'him Heb; b2, 15. and ; | 
Aﬀts 3. 23. 4nd ask him whether he.bg © 


xot afr aid of deſtruttion ? * 


And if he ſhall ſtill refuſe to heayr E 


ken, and ſtil pull away the ſboulger,and 


"ſtop his ears , and make his veart like: F 


an Adamant ſtone , tell him that great 


wrath wil-come npon him, Zech. 7, . 


I't, 125. 


Conſcience; if my Reader be one of 
that black: catalogue 1,Cor.6.9,10., or 
a-doer of the works of the-fleſhy Gal. ? 
'$: 19,20, 21. tft him, that be ſhall 4 
not inherit the Kingdom of :God, : 
 Atid if he ash; thee what warrant thou 
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' Tothe Readers Conſcience. 
haſt to ſay fo,refer him to the forcecited 


SCriptures. 
Conſcience, if my Reader ſhould be 


| fearful , tnbelieving, abominable ; if 


he (houldhe aMurderer, a Wi hem. 


gery a Sorcerer, an Idolater, a Liar ; 


 rell bim that if he.continxe ſuch, he 


muſt have his part in the lake that 
burneth with: fice and brimſtoge; and 
make himread Rev. 21. 8. 
Conſcience, if my Reader be a proud 
perſon.,, tell him from Goa, that God is + 
Fi: to abaſe him, Dan. 4. 37. and will 
be above him, Exod. 18. 1. and bring | 
him down, Pſal. 18. 27, and low, Prov. - 
29, 23. even to deſtruttion, Prov ..16- 


18. and 15. 25. Get him alſo to read 


Ifa.2; 11. to 18. and Iſa. 3..16, to. the | 


end- 
If my Reader be 4 covetous erſon , 
Foo ood Conſcience, let binkzow. from the | 
ordiof God, _ 
1. 'Thathe a troubler id his on 


houfe Prov. 15: 27. - 


2+ That he. iu Gods. aecount + an 


kd; _1do- | 


and 27,16417,18. 1 Cor. 16. 10. And 


To the ReadergConſci ence. . 
Idolater, Col. 3.5. Eph: 5-5: : 
3: Thathes hated and abhorred - 
of God, Pſal. 10. 3. . : 
4. That he 1s ſorely threatned Wa. 5. 
1, Iſa. 10. 1,2. Job 29. 15, 19, 20c- 


et himtoread1 Fim.6 9,19. 

And Conſcience, if my Reader be a.. 
voluptuous perſon”, an adulterous un 
clean perſon, 1 muſt intreat thee to ſent . 
him to the Bible, and-to ſee that he 
read and confider theſe following Scripe# * 
tures of the Old, and New Teffemens s - 
Prov- 2,18, 19, Prov. 5. 35 4, 5, 6. to 
14. Prov.6:. 26,32, 33. Prov. 7. 2h 
tothe end of the chap. Prov. 22.14- 
Prov. 23. 27. Prov. 29.3. Eccleſ; 4. . 
26. 4 Cor. 5.9. 1Cor.s6. 9,10. Eph: . 
5-. 5, 0. Heb. 13.4. Rev. 21. 8. and 
22.74: | dts We 

Good Conſcience , be at him again © 
and again ,, and never leave him” till- 
thou haſt gotten him to go unto hs Clo» 
ſet , and there to ſpend one quarter or 
half an hour in pondering onthoſe Scri- 
ptrres, Cone 
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Fo the Readgrs Conſcience.” 
_ Conſcience , do thyoffice thou art 
Goas Deputy, fail not to be faithful: 
' Poſſibly thou. mayeſt ſay , That thou 
haſt one it.again and again , but they 
will not hear,they are deaf to me a4 well, 
as te you, But Conſcience , if thou-be a 
good Conſcience, Sheak Jouder,speaknot 
with ſo low a vozce.., lift up thy waice 
like a trumpet, for.thoy art ardaintd 4 


\ Preacher ts  ſhew my Readers their 


tranſgreſſions aud ſins, PA. 
Be not ſilent whether they will bear , 


or whether they will forbear , yet ſpeak, 


unto them. I know my Readers, many of 
them, Will endeavour to ſilence and ftop 
thy mouth :, they do.not love to be told of 


thejr faults,or what their eſtate 15: but - 
- Conſcience be not thanrebcllions, but dp 


that which ts thine Office to do. I know 
thou haſt much to charge my Readers 
With. - i - | 


|. 1. Some of th*m (thou kaoweſt) do ek 
- ther reaqthe Scriptures , not pray in 


their. Families , nor Cathechize them 


that. are committed to their charge. 
: Res Others -; 


ins 4 
3 — 
# 
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To the Readers Conſcience: _ 
Others pray not intheir Cloſets, nor 
ao they commune with their own hearts _ 
about their ſpiritual eſtates ;, they exa-" 


. __ - 
* I" » We % I 
OT... 


mine not themſelves, whether they be in 


the Faith, or wheth# Chriſt be in them; 
they compare not themſelves with the Þ} 
Word of God, to know how it s with  \ 
them. - A 
 . Some ſpend their time and Frengthy, | 
and Eſtates in Rioting and Dit Nin | 
neſs , in Chambering and Wantonneſs, 
in Strife and Envying. 
| Some trifie away therr precious tims 
inTaverns, Ale-honfes, Play-houſes, 
Coffee- houſes. Bed | 
| Some embrace this preſent world with 

Demas: ©: ** 

Some are lovers of Pleaſures more 
than lovers of God. WEE WH 

Some acknowledge God' in their 
Words, anain their works deny bims. * 

Some have left their firſt love. | 

Some are lukewarmg neither hot:nor 
cola. | > 3s | 

Some ſay, Lord, Lord,but will not aa - 

| the. 


To the Readers Conſcience. 
the things that he ſays unto them. 
Some believe:not with their Hearts 
what with their Mouths, they, ſay they 
as believe. 
Someconfeſs finmiththeir lips , but. 
ao neither mournfor it, nor hate it, nor 
turn from. it with thezr Hearts, 
Some pray for that they would. not 
have. | 
Some hear the Word, but will not ao. 


#,- : 
Some love in word and FOoHgne 3 but 
20t in deed apd in truth, © 

Somefaſhionthemſelues according to 
this world, yet would not be thonght ta 
be of the world. 

Some Dedicate and Devote  thear 
Children to God, to the ſervice of that 
one God who 1s Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; and when they have ſe done, they 
'alienate them from his ſervice to toe. 
ſervice of the World, Fleſh, and Devil, 
breeding them ee [aleneſs,Pride, and 
Wantonneſs. Never, or never to any 


purpoſe, minding them of their Bapti/- 
| | | mal 


To the Readers Conſcience; 


mal Covenant and Engagement ., to be 
wholy and only the Lords. 

Some negl«+ relative Duty, (as thou 
Conſcience kyoweFt very well.) : 

Are not ſome Huibanas bitter to 
their Wives, and ſome Wives difobe- 
aient to their Husbands ? £4 

Do not ſome Parents provoke their 
Children to wrath ? and do not ſane 
Ghilaren aiſhonour their Parents * 

Do not ſome Maſters deny that which 
1s juſt and equal ts their Servants ? and 
are net ſome Servants unfaithful to 
their Maſters? Doft thou not know all 
this to be true, ' Conſcience ? Donbtleſs 
thou doeſt, and doubtleſs thou doeſt of= 
ten nip and twinge them for it. But 
good Conſcience makg them feel , makes 
them ſmart,let them not go on'in peace, 


| difturb them ,, haunt them continually, 


tcll them their own , and takg a fit time 
and ſeaſon for it. | : 
My. Reader doth frequently, or ſome= 
tires at leaſt , hear Sermons, Sermons 
of the neceſſity of the New-birth,Faithy 
Re. 


| To the Readers Conſcience. 


| , Repentance , Holineſs. Take this op-- 


portunity,Conſcienee, of telling him the 
eruth. Say to hem. heareſt thou what 
the Preacher ſays? hath he not clearly 
proved the neceſſity of New birth, Fauth, 


Repentance, Holineſs unto life Eter-: 


nal?! What wilt thox dv, Man, Wo- 
man? Thou art not New-born , thou 
haſt uot believed nor repented, thou art 
not Holy. Sure thou canſt not enter in- 
rathe Kingdomof Heaven, Joh, 3. 3. 
Sure thou muſt ve dammed, Mat.16. 16« 
Sure thou muſt periſh, Luke 13.3. thou 
cans? not ſee the Lord to-thy comfort it 
that unholy eftate thou art.yow in, Heb. 
12. 14. 

AdyReader prays conſtantly,or fome- 
times-at leaſt , and ſays, Lord grve me 
a bettey Heart, a new Heart , a cleau 
Heart , a ſoft Heart, a ſmple Hearts 
Lord , write thy Law im my Heart', 
plant thy Pear in my-Heart , put thy 

trit into me, cauſe me to walk, in 
thy Statutes, Now Conſcience, tell him 
the-truth.; . ſay to him, Thou drawe#t 


nigh | 


en as 


| 
| 
| 
' 


'Tothe Readers Conſcience. - . 
nigh to God with thy lips, but thy heavt 
i for from him. T b Lip doth ask, 
theſe things of God, but thy heart dots 
not deſire them;thon art well enough ſa- 
115fied and contented', though 'thow be 
denied, Ks 
Reader 1s ſometimes buſy 1 hss 
Calling, Conſcience goto him and ſay, 
O how buſy thou art for back and belly. 
what proviſion makeſt thou forthy ſoul? 
Aly Reader 15 ſometimes at aFeaft. 
or at his own Table : go to him Conſci- 
ence,and ſay, O how ſweet this meat ts 
to thy taſte / when fhall the Word of 
God,and the meat indeed,and the drink. 
zndeed, be as ſmeets | 
My Reader us ſometimes in aTavern,, 
Ale-houſe, or Coffee-houſe; Conſcience, 
when he has done has neceſſary buſmeſs 
there, go to him and ſay, 1s not thyF as 
mily or Claſet, afuter place for thee to 
ben? | 9 | 
Sametimes he ts walkzng inthe fields; 
Conſcience, go to him and 4k, him what . 
he u meaitating an» and put him ne 
| | anind 


Tothe Readers Conſcience. 
mind of Waac's prattice, Gen.' 24. 6- 
My Reader is ſometimes ſick,: go to 
him, Conſcience, andſay, This 15 the 
jus. hand of God upon thee : and bid 
kim take his Bible and read Jer. 4. 18. 
Sometimes my Reader takes Phyſick: 
o tohim, Conſcicnce, and ſay to him, 
When wilt thon be: at ſo. much «coſt for 
thy foul ? when wilt thow ſpare ſo much 
time from thy buſineſs for thy ſoul? 
when wilt thou keep thy Chamber. a day 
or two for thy ſouls health ? 
* Poſſibly my Reader hath lately been 
recauered out of a dangerows fit of ſick- 
nefs: go to him;Conſcience,and put him 
#1 mind of his ſick:bed prayers and pur- 
-poſes,and ſay to him;Sin no more, leſt 
a worſe thing come unto thee. 
' Conſcience;have but a very little pde 
tience more,&T have done. Some of my 
Readers. thon'knoweſt, have lain under 
the means of Grace a long time Uneon- 
-verted; wonld I could perfwaade thee to 
- Yorce then to read Heb. 6.78. Jer.s. 
"29.'Ezcko24:t3, 14. Mat: 23.39.38. 
mY Lyke 
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' Tothe Readers Conſcimce. 
Luke 19: 41,42. 2 Cor. 13.5. aud net 
let thembe quiet until they nave muſed 
a while on each : Conſcience, I am m 


| care and fear about my Readers, leſt 


that dreadfnl Meſſage be ſent to them, 


| that once'was ſent to Iſrael of old, Iſa. 


6.9910. with. Rom. 11. 18. 1beſeech 
thee, Conſcience, ſuffer them not toeat , 
arink., or ſleep 111 quiet, until they have 
faxed their thoughts « while *on this 
Meſſage after the reading of it. Con- 
ſcience, ] am out of hopes of my Readers 


welfare, unleſs thou be the more vigi- 


E: lant,diligent, and faithful zn doing thy 


TO Fn en 9 > 


_ office. Wherefore Theſerch thee , nay [ 


charge thee,as oncePavl charged T imo- 
thy,/2 Tim. 4. 1- - before God and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt , who ſhall judze the 
quick, and the” dead at his appearing 
and his Kingdom \, preach the Word 
tomy Reader, be mſtant in ſeaſon, out 
of ſeaſon ;, Reprove , Rebuke, Exhort 
him, and continue thy {peech to him (as 
once Paul did to his Hearers, Aft2o. 
7.)untill midnight, rather than fail of 
Pre 


; . wrevailing with him, There are a few 

; other Scriptures;which 1 deſire my Rea» 

Aer might peruſe, vViz., 1 S2m- 2: 25: 

2 Chro-25- 16. Pro. 29+ i. But Con 

ſcience, rf thou wilt not by earneſt and 

continual urging £ompel hing , be will 

-not beſtow the tine, nor takes the pains 

to doit. Jn hope thoy wilt be;faithful 

to my Reader,] ſhall add no more, fave 

only the promiſe of my prayers that 
thou mayſt be” ſa. D Þ:, 


FOES: LR Sr... Yo. AL.A. . 
* . Toth Readers Conſdence. 
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ll My Rightevuſneſs F hold Fe 3F, and will 
ws | not let it go: my Hodyt fhall not re- 
wy . proach me ſo long as I live. 


" I Righteouſneſs 1 bold 
2 f#f. His Friends would 
have robb'd him of it, | 
would have perſwaded | 
him out of it,would have argued and 
diſputed him out of it, but you ſhall 
| not doiitſaithFo/ ; I ſtand up in the 
defence of it,1 hold it faſt, I will nog 
let it. go': . Say what: you will, do 
whatyou: can, I will maintain 'my 
7 integrity » lam-not- an Hypocrite as 
=" | you would have me thihk Iam, lam 
not an unrighteous man as you would 
ſpeak me t6 be, and--as you: would 
have me takemy ſelf to be; no, my * 
WSNEaige Iwill - faſt, Iwill * 
nor 
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are there that would ſpoil:us- of our 


yy Heart woyld reproach. me,wyou 
-accuſe me of wrong done tomy ſelf 
"which is worſe thandoing wrongito 


therefore hes reſolved... - 


FobPs holy reſolution, #1 


; 1 Jolw; 3-20121. heart-contlemn 96. God 


2 Conſciencethe beft Friend. 

got let it.gs ;..pull while you wilt, 1 
will hold it er. Take we up the 
like Reſolution: there are ſome that 
Þretend to be friends. pretend friend- 
ſhip and -kindneſs, buta the part of 
ob? friends here. Oh how many 


Righteouſneſs the World, the Fleſh 
and the Devil, pull to take it away z 
Hold we our Reſolution not to letir 
zo. Should Flet it. go, (faith Fo#!?) 


upbraid ine 3-My Confclence would | 


others. tis bad- to wrong others. | 
much worſe to wrong our ſelves: 
Hears 
ſhall net reproach. me , no mer.;foifong -us 

T ljve. In winch words: you have 
Hhar rr ſhatl | 

xot reproach 1e, My Heart, thatis 
my Conſcience, for ſo Hearris'to be 
(7 underftood 5 Jf our 


2] 


—— 


Criſeierertub Be Friend.” 
i preater than our heart's” And” Few our 
| heart contltmp odſnot;, &c thatis;our 
"Conſcience. - So that 'by Heart-you 
| muſt here underſtand 'Cebfcience. 
Conſtience?'Isthere any ſychthing in 
the World *'Sure one” would" think 
that Conſcience hatl been dead long 
| 280, and that there was no Conſti- 
now alive'in the World. But 
Gr) rh willhave'a CN aſ- 


for iti is of an Im- 


mort: pre; ah though it may 
fem dic, it will have'areal Re- 


is the image of 
d Confeience may for a- 
pin Hi tas ſure as ever 


» will awake ere 
ſhall awake , it 
My 
rach me > ___ 
Fey accuſe me © 
any wrong y ſelf, nor of 
afiy, 
nor of 
5 2 Tran: 


Fl” 4 Conference theRetFrignd.. 
i F Nan Jug ont ſhal not accuſe mes 
wah omjating. what. God hath 
_— dal and God hath com- 
manded get nts IVE. my. own In- 
LErity». a My; Og. Peace. 
and quiet; ). or. accul&-me Ne 
mitting what Gad den. 
God hath forbidden me the wrong- 
ing of m 1 1 and franſence. {Sy 
not _— r.doing; what < 
hath Pare Frog \lopgas.[ Ve: 
therto his Sy cd this 
not. O Excellent, 7 © 
righteous then his.Nej | A m9paare 
deed he was.one hag the Com- 
mendation of God himſelf; np wone, 
der he doth ſtand upſnhis own juſt 
fication,being a per Tonahat hadGo: as. 
ſoe great Commendatiqn z,.Fo 
There was an, the Lau 4 Vs us. 
whoſe name.was.Fo þ,aud Mile, m - 
perfelt and upr. UNS} f pos. 


and eſchemgaevil, And; a furth m__— 


mendation the Lc gave him,%er.$.. 
Haſt thau nat contre my Serpan, 
-4 as 
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Conſort the Beſh:Eptevd reed. 7 
Fob, that there itHont Vihe hint wnt"the 
exrth? &c: No-wonder thatHhe ſhards. 
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Thaveſo lived thit my Conſcience 
cannot- accuſe ine; and he was *reſol- 
ved ſo to live.. I'will have a care: 
(whatever I ſuffer) to have Conſci-- 
ence on my ſide : I will hay&Conſci- 
ence-to be my Friend,”I will-not# do 
ny thing that ſhall'occafion ' Conſet- 
enceto be my 'Fo3' For. I were bet- 
ter to have all the World, yea"if . 
there were-ten thouſand Worlds, it” 
were better for me to have them all 
to be' my 'mortal enemies, than to 
haye Conſcience to be my enemy. 

'. Now'it will be needful to conſider 
WhatConſcience-is, that is ſo' great a 
Friend or - Foe : 'it will be the beſt- 
Friend or the worſt enemy, accord- 
ing as:your carriage towards God 
and Man fhall be. 1 ſhall ſhewz 

1. What Conſcience 1s. 
2. About what it is imployed.. 
'''3, How it employed, | 2 
B 3 And 


Andi di lhave ſa done, I at 
ccllyoupnd@prove;it,;that it ſhould 

be your greateſt cape fa tolive's that. 
NOE T You: 


Conſcience may 
whileſt -you' live 5--and- then- Give. 
you reaſons of it , and then Aſs 
ply Af -- 

h,Generah What Conſcience 6 8 

\ Briefly, / Conſcience i is a Mars. 


Judgement of himſelf, 5: e- Of his 
Eſtate and Adions : Or thus,-if 
you- will; Conſcience is. a Power 
" of the Soul; for the Soul is enden- 
ed with Noble Poweys and. Facul- 
ties , Underſtanding, Conſcience » 
Memory » Will and Aﬀettions-"and 
Conſcience is not the leaſ> of gem. 
I ſoy, Conſcience is a Powey of the Soul 
—_ notice and bearing witneſs of all 
A mans Thaughts » Words and. Alts- 
ns: and as #t finds them, eubey to 
_ or uot apree with the Rule, it ac- 
" Cuſes or fads +, abſolves or condemns ; 
comforts or torments, This is Conſci- 
. ence. Do.you-think.there a 
_ 


" Conſeience the beſt Friend. *+ 
Ihabitant in-you? Tt may be fome 
havetaken-no notice of any ſuch In- 
habitant inthe Houſe of their Soul; 
whether there be any -fuch Power of 
the Soul-orno.. I ſay it again, Con- 
fcience-is a-Power ofthe Soul; taking 
notice;and bearing witneſs, (it takes. _ 
notice that it may bear: witneſs) of 
allamans Thoughts, Words and A-. 
Ctions; andas it finds his Thoughts, 
Words, or Actions, to: be either a- 
greeing or not agreeing with the 
| Rule, fo it doth excuſe or accuſe, ab- 
| folve or condemn,- comfort or tor- 
ment. This is Conſcience. uh 
1. It is a Power of the Soul; it is 
called Heart,.1:Fohn 3. 30. For if our 
heart condemn ##, &'c, and Eccleſ. 7. 
22. For oftentimes alſo thine own htars 
knoweth, &'c. Tt is called likewiſe the 
Spirit of a man, Prov.'18. 14. The 
Spirst of 4 man will ſuft ain his infir mi- 
| ties y Out & wounded Spirit who can 
| bear? 
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Conſcience the Bet Friend) © 

2, Conſcience is a. Power of the 
Soul taking notice; It-is. a-moſt cvri- 
ous Obſerver. Conſcience is. very 
quick ſighted. It is continually pry- 
ing, though we do not obſerve and 
take notice of it; yetTe-it is. What 
is ſaid of God,P/alm 13 2.39 4. Is true 
of his Deputy : Whois that ?.. It. is 
Conſcience. Conſcience is no. mean 
thing} Itis Gods Deputy, and what 
is ſaid of God in that place is true of 
Conſcience: Thou compaſſeft my path . 
and my lying down, and thou. art ac- 
quainted with all zwy ways, for there us 
z20t a word in my mouth,but lo, O Lord 
thou knoweſt it altogether : T hou haſt 
beſet me behind and before. So that 
a man cannot ſtir but God ſeeth, and 
Conſcience ſeethz; and knoweth and 
taketh notice of it ; and one would 
wonder how Conſcience will. revive 
what was done ſeyen years,and three 
times ſeven years ago» Conſcience 
will whiſper in your ear, this was in 
your heart, and this was In your 
tongues 


Conſtience the Beſt Friend. © g 
tongue, and this was in your hands, 
this was thought, by you, that was ' 
ſpoken by you, and tht was done by 
you 3- that vyhich we had utterly. for- 


gotten, -hovv freſh many years after 


doth Conſcience bring it to mind? 
Conſcience took notice of it» and did 
vvell obſerve it. Thus Conſcience is 
a Poyyer of the Soul taking notice. - 


3”And bearing witneſs, it; taketh + 
notice that it may bear wirneſs, if it 
ſhould not take notice it-conld nor 
bear w:t»eſi, Can a mau bear vvit=- 
neſs of that which he: never knew, 
which he - never ſaw, nor heard ? 
Rom.2.14. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
the Gentiles, ſaith, Having nor the 
Law, they do by nature the things con- 
tained wn the Law theſe having nos 
the Law, are a Law unto themſelves, 
which ſhew the wark of the Lird written 
in their hearts, their Conſcience adſo 
bearing witheſs. It is an old prover- 
bual ſpeech, Canſciricers a thouſard 

| #5; - _ 


i Conſtience the Beſb,Friend.. 

' Wimneſfſes ;,nay it's: more thana thou- 
fand or ten thouſand Wirneſlks; that 
ene Witneſs iSenongh tocaſt us. If 
Conſciencebe a Witneſs, there is-no- 
need of any further Witgeſs. As 
they ſaid:of Chriſt, What need we any: 
_ further witneſs, we have it from his- 
ary month ? So will the Lord ſay 
tothe Sinner, What need any further 
Witneſs, his own Conſcience is wit-- 
neſs?; You read of the Teftimony of 
Conſcience, fometimes-it is ſor, and: 
ſometimes zgainſt.. gh 

- 1. It is fometimes for us, as-2Cor,. 
S 12. Fhus #5 our rejoycing (ſaith the 
Apoſtle): the teff:mony of our Conſti» 
ence,that in all ſimplicuty. and goaly ſm- 
cerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom , hoy by: 
thegrace of God, we have had our con- 
ver ſation in the World. 

2. And ſometimes againſt us, and 
then tis a Hell above ground, a Helb 
en this ſide Hell. "34 

3. Ic further-follows, that Conſci- 
ance is. a Power of the Soul. taking 
; | , NQs 
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Conſcience the Beſt Friend. 1t 
notice of, . and bearing witneſs of a 
mans Thoughts, Wards and Acti- 
ons, ſo that the Foughts ſhall not 
eſcape Conſciences obſervation , nor 
ſhall x Word eſcape Conſciences 
hearing 5 nor a Work Conſciences 
recording. Andas Conſcience finds. 
the Thoughts, Words or Actions,ci- 
ther agreeing or not agreeing with; 
the Rute, it will excuſe or «ccule. 
Conſcience cannot be a Witneſs of 
our Thoughts, Wordsand Actions, 
whether they be according to the 
Rule,or contrary to it, whether they 
agree with the Rule or warp from 
it,uoleſsir be a.ſtrift Obſerver. And 
if it fiad our Thoughts , Words and: 
Actions to agree with the Rule, 16 
excuſeth, if not to agree with the 
Rule, it accaſeth : Rom 2. 15. Ther 
thoughts in the mean while accuſing or 
excuſing one another, | 

4+ Tod then it follows, ab/olving: 


or condemning - For the truth is Con- = 


ſence isa Judge, .a-Deputy Judges 
LE. whicks 


12 Conſcience the Brſt Friend... 
which-God hath ſet. up. and given. 
Power toy that according. as it finds 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, to 
be according to Rule, or not accofd- 
ing to Rule, it.may either acquit or 
condemn... . | 
5-.And then it comforteth or tor- - 
mentethalfo, as it findeth thoughts, 
words and actions, cither to agree . 
or not to 2gree with the Rule, 2 Cor: 
4. 12. 7-his rejoycing in the Teſti- 
aony of eur Co: fczence; there #-the 
comfort of Conſcience: And Markg- 
44. It ts. a Worm that never auth ; . 
there is the torment of it. Thus you + 
feeConſcience 1s aPorer of the Soul, 
taking notice and bearing Witneſs, 
of all mans thovghts,words and afti-. 
ons;and as it finds them either agree- -- 


Ing or not agreeing ih the Rule, 
it excuſeth;, or accuſeth» abſolveth 


or eoudemneth, comforteth or tor- 
menteth. This called Conſcience. 
Itis calledConſcience ſome think be- 
eayſ,it is a Knowledge with others. 

7 | Ptray . 


Conſciencethe Beſi Friend. 43 * 
Pray obſerve, God knows, Angels 
know, Devils. know, Men know 
and all theſe witneſs , and, ConſCl-" 
ence knoweth and witneſſech with 
them. __ God knows, Fob. 16. 39. 
Hy witneſs is in Heaven, my record #s 
on high. T here one in Heaven that 
knows, and-one in Heaven that can 
witneſs;though the huſband'dotlinot 
and father & friend doth net know, 
yetGod-khows, and there 1s ene On 
earth knows, and that is Conſcience. 
God us my witneſs, ſaith Paul, Rom, 1, 
9. God doth know it,. and *can wit- 
neſs it. A-things are nakgd and open 


 telnim with whom,we have to do, Heb. 


4. 13; It is a notable Scripture, Hof. 
7.2. And. they conſider . not 5 thei 
hearts, that I remember all their wicky 
edneſs. Whoſoever forgets it, and 
though they themſelves forget it;yet 
I temember .it wetenough. The 
do not conſider that I remember. a 
their. wickedneſs, their own cups 

are 


1.313: $8 
3 4:44, 58 


the Angels. 


Tx Conſcience the Beft Friend. 
have beſet them about , they are all 


. before my face, eyen whats not be- 


foretheHusbands face and theWifes 
fice. God knows what things ate 
attedbehind ene anothers backs; all 

is before Gods. Face 


 P/al.139begin. heknows it, and tikes 


_*___ moticeof it, 2. Angels 
know it too ;- the Angels are Mini- 
ſtring Spirits about: fomie : they are 


. Imptoyed here on'Earth, though we 


take-no notice of.it. They are in our 
Con v lo .z3nd Meetings, and 
they obſerve how we carty our ſelves 
there. For this cauſe ought the Wo- 
man to have power onher head, becauſe 
of the An;els,ſaith the Apoſtles 1Cor: 
1, 10, 2.6. the Woman is to be mo- 
deſt in the Congregation becauſe.of. 
The Lord return Mo- 
defty homeagain, for Modeſty ſeerss- 


tobe baniſhed from among us. But 


do Angels kiiow ? Dothe good An- 
gels know? Yes, when we do well 
g00d Angels rejoyce:” if a _ 


wa Ws ww nap CLE Ss a_ 


Cinſcience the beſt Friend: T5. 
be converted, if the loſt © | 
Sheep. ocmerurr——pi _—_ 
joy among npels ; & b. 
therefore:they know'it: 3, Fhe bad: 
Angels-know too, they go about as- 
Obſervers-You cannoi go totheCony 
gregation , bntthe Devil makes one-- 
there. . Phe Sower gocs ont to ſow: 
the:good Seed , then comesthe Ene- 
my , the Devil, and:ſtealsit away » 
Marth. 13:.19. He alſo goes about 
| asa roaring Liowevery where, 1Pes. 

5, 8. He goes to and fro in the: 
earth , and walksup and down ine, 
Fob 1.7; obſerving what People_do;. 
for he-is the Accuſer of the Brerh- 
ren, and he will when time ſerves re- 
member people of what: they ſhave - 
done, though done by-his inſtigation 
and temptation: ſee Zech.4: 1. Poor 
Ereatures'are tempted to deſtroy. 
themſelves; well, God delivers'them, 
and now they are: aſhamed» O what: . 
a ſhame is this (faith the Devil) that 
| thee haſt attempted to cefaroy: of 


\ 


16 Conſciente the Beſt. Frient 
ſelf ? hovy canſtthon look any body 
in the facg:without ſhame? go:and 
deſtroy thy ſelf: This vvas theraſe of 
a poor creaturethat I haye rwice ſp0+ 
ken yyithz -onee-ſhe : attempted 'to 
drovvn'her {elf;I ſpake vvith her, & 
gave her the beſt counſel Icould: ſie 
anſwered me, Iamaſhamed, I am a- 
ſhamed,Lcannot go about any thing: 
Not many days after ſhe went inco a 
Wood to cut her oyvn Throat): but 
God delivered her: But this poor 

Creature is ſtill under diſcontent; the 

DevH doth remember her, I. beſeech 

you conſider how- many... Witneſſes 

there: are: of all that you day: you 
think-to'ſfin in the:dark;. and to doit 
ſothat no eyefhall-ſee you; you think - 
to draw the Curtains; and then none 

can ſee you ; but you deceive _ 
ſelves,it is Noon Day with-God {til}, 
-and:foit is with Angels, and with the 

_ Devil too; there is nothing hid from 
- them.” 4iMen know, they are'our 
Obſervers, Some-have their _ 
TNELT 


WO OV I 13: Wy OP FS, 


o_ Wwe = aaSW "3 Ti Me &:S 


% E 3» % 


their heads,' & ſee that which ſhould 


Gonſcieucethe Beſt Friend, "ry : 


make their eyes weep. and trickle 
downwith tears,” and.if they: have 
any Zeal for God, the ſight of their 
Eyes will affe& their Hearts. And 


befides this, Conſcience alſo: knows, 


and therefore called Conſcience:( as 
ſome think ). becauſe it knows with 
others. It knoweth with God,” with 
Angels, withDevils, and-knows it-to 
beaH. true which God- lays to: our 
charge, and what the Devil lays to 
our Ccharge'z ſo: that Conſglence is 


Knowledge together with others, - 


Rom, 1. 9g. 41y Conſcience bearing me 
witneſs. , My Conſcience co-wittneh- - 


- fing, my Conſcience witnefling toge* 
ther with God ; God knows it; and 


doth witneſs it ; and my Conſcience 
knows 1t,; and doth witneſs it-3 and 
my Conſcience :together : with. . me 
knows It. 

There 18 a double Aﬀof-the Un- 
derſtandingz there is.a Dire Act 
whereby we know atbing; and there 

is 


18 Conſciencethe Brft Friend 
B'aRcfhiect AQ. whereby wei know 


that we know it. And "this is-the 
ACtion of wer rope —_ 


x57 ALAS + Ant _ jew 


know them, we poem pts we 


ned. So that Cenſtience isa recoiling. 


or « reflexion of theSeul upon-it ſeH;. 


aceording-tothat of Paul, 1-Cor.44- 
- IE General. Icomeinthe next place- 
t6' few#hout whatConſcience is im» 
ploey'd. It is!mploy*dabout the whole: 
man-and all-hiv ations. It hath 'n 
Commiſſionthus to-employ it ſelf a- 
bout che underſtanding, how that dorh- 
a@;abont the memory toobſervehow 
chat doth 2Ct;about the willhow that 
dothatand'theAfQions how they 
do adtiris' to'obſerve whe- 
ther the man be ſanCtified or not; and 
it is implo edabout hy a&tions whe- 
ther they or bad, about our 
aQHpns. towards God: or Man, = 
wards. 


WR, 


* 'Conſeience the Reſt-Frienn. I 
wards our ſebveserpthers: And it is. 


either a/Sin or aDuty:: | | 

imployed to: 0bſerye how you cat 
and drink, it: is implayed to-obſerve 
how you dref$ and habit your ſelves, 


- how yonbuy and all, and deal and 
| A implayed:to. 


obſcrve.bow;you read-the Sctipbore» 
pray. in your Family, in-your Cloſer, 


ments, how':yoy, ſpend: your. time» 
how long you ly a Bed in a'mosnmg» 
hew late you ſet ypat- night, and a-- 
bout what; tooblervebew you car-. 
ry your ſelves'alone, and how you 
carry your ſelves in Company,to ob- 


: the Field, in this place or in the a 
ther place, in thisCompany.or[10-the- 
other Company; it goeth along with 
ou-and it will never leave you. God 
elp me to mind this. I hope you will: 
make the ſame prayer for your ſelves, 


;. | that I make for my ſelf. 7 


imployed about every thing: that is 
Contence is 


and in the; Congregations: how''you 
. | fanCtifle the Sabbath, :receive Sacra 


ſerve what youdointhe Streets;.; or- 


PE 
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C- Ul. Genexal. How: Conſcience i | 
imployed-' From: the:Deſcription of o 
Conſcience which Ttave [given you[® 
you may underſtand that Conſcience x 
hath ſeveral Offices; the Office of a[* 
Notary or Regiſter, the Office of aſ? 
Witneſs or-Accufer, :the:Office of a|?? 
Judg or a Condemner; the:Office: off" 
a Comforter or a Tormenter', Cor- 
ſcience is imployed in fuch- Offices as 
theſeare, and Conſcience will firſt or 
1aſt be faithful in the executing ' of 
them,:and it will go /its Office to 


Purpofe;* ;: PH 8 v1.03; wht 
"1 Tt-is wp yed as 1 Notary or 
Regiſter to write down allwedo ; t6}/ 
Wwrite-it-down as iwith the point of a 
Diamond;'to Book it dovyn andSeal 
 Hdvp>»- that it- may come to.light:a- 


.- 2, Itvis'implgyed'as an Accuſer, 
yyhen vve- do. amiſs, vyhen vve warp 
from the Rule. 
3. It is jmployed as a Judgy: to 
paſs ſentence of life or death. — 
3k T1295 1; $7560 7, SIS; 
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4 irs; how-many: poor-ſouls age con- 
,qdcmped by theisownhearts'?-Their 
bo own Gonſcienees tell them, Thou art 
\ce/s Damned Creature, thou art an un- 
fa done ſon] :-It may-ihe Conſcience as 
a[yet doth not. ſit in- Judgment, It-ig 
all "not Seſſions orAſſizes time with you, 
git may be it is adjurned and@ut off 
tea longer time. -But aſſure your 
g|{clyes the time wil come» the Fe 
orl!9 at hand. 
off - .4+ Conſcience 4s alfo imployedas 
2 Comforter,as anAcquitter andAb# 
; |folverif vye dowel, 2Cor.1.12. This 
15 our rejoycingthe reftimony of our con- 
cience ,that in ſunplicity and godly ſin- 
cerity,&c, we have han our conver ſati- 
a] (92. in the world, What greater rejoy: 
2 |<ing than this? when Conſcience ſhall 
 Jacquit me jn the. preſence of Gad, , 
. | when Conſcience ſhall beable to {ay 
Vas Hezehgah,. Remember O Lord, how 


”"[ ara Oheſs TT gruth 4 


0 me A 
02a 1514it) 


n 


21 Conſeimerth ribs BeſhPricnd. 
what a comfort wilt it be-whenCon- 
fcience ſhall reflet- its /believ- 


tag in Chrift,! vo oper of] 
repentance and tears, fighs and | 


fin, 


.groans for ſin. Thisivy my rejoicing, 
the reſtimotiy of my or Fern 


Thave been alone in a corner in my | 


Cloſet with tears in mine eyes, amd 
forrow-in-my heart;that 1 have rolled 
my {elf onChriſt and caſball my caro 
upon Chriſt. 

/Then as a Tormetiter Coniſtience 
x imployed. 'When Conſcience 'ſha} 
recoil, and thus refle& ypon a'man. 


When thou ſhoutdſt have been tit thy! 


Cloſet thon waſthere or there inthe 


Street or jn the* Feds im the dy rorg i 


oh thou h uh 


Houſe orTaverns: wh 
have been with/God4 
been elſewhere. Thou coutef#ly down 
and rfeup without having'God be- 
fore thine-eyes : 'thoy- coufalt © eat 
. and drink rlcione aa fa. without 
rite, aid oO IgE 


thy co ickave \fens.? There" is as| 


much 


DO —_ 


_ESIASSLINS: 6b RS--1 


ngz 
'O what if this dreſs ſhould be a ſnare; 
-what-if this ſhould oecafiontheicom- 
Mitting of Adviltery, He that Joaks 


"Chriſt :) hath -commutted Adil 
with ber already in bs 'beart. 
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much-dangenin-habiting and-drefling 
our ſelves as ineating ard drinki 


agen «Women ve uf After er, C4 (lrith 


one, There is a fine clear _ 


'{o ſaith a ſecond, ;and a third; hue 
-do.yon know what temptation;may 
1lyeina naked skin: the/Lordſhehpus + 
totake heed of its-Lwould-commend 


youa little-Book, it is but. 3:pence 
pane itis called, The Har yCome, 
ry fit for an 'Hairy Ago, This'is 


| indeed ant Hairy Age; God deliver 


vs-from faiſe Hearrs, ;for wecan ſee 
almoſt nothing but: falſeHeads every 


"where- Aſſure your-ſelves, Conci- 


ence will have a-Bout vvith men for 
this another day. 
Conſcience vvill not let this go 


moblerved : Conſcience doth write 
-doyvn this, and vyill hereafter find a 


time 


time toread:it to you: It may be 
the Wife-will ſay I nwſt : pleaſe my 
Husband;and the Husband will ſay 1 
muſt pleafe my Wife.But have a care 

I beſeech yon to' pleaſe CR : 
that it may'not be againſt” you ano- 

ther'day. See that * Conſcience 'be ' 
for;you, and that Conſcience may | 
have no cauſe to upbraid you, and 
torment you another day. Let Jobs 
|. Ccarcbe yourcare; let not Conſc- 
{f |. ence reproach you ſo long as' you 
i live; Tbeſeech yon earneſtly, let it 
i be your greatcare to have A Conſces 
bl/'' encevoidof offence towardsGod andto- | 
F wards Man; towards yourſelves 
and others. ' And if you ſodo, you 
will haye no cauſe ' to: repent your 
being hereto hear'this Leflbn. --/ : 


, & 


w 
—— 


m_ 
SERMON | I. 


10 B 2.7. 6. | 

My Ri GTO 1 boid TY and nil 

. mot let dt go : my Heart ſhail not re- 
+0000Y xe fo long a I live. 


His was Feb's. reſolution , 

why. ſhould it. not be 
-. ours ?. Thoſe that have 
felt -the Reproaches of 
Conſcience once , wpuld be loth to 
feel them a ſecond -time- The very 
bruitBeaſts, whenonce they havebeen. 
either in the mire, or in the fire, will 
take heed how they come thereagain. 
Youcan hardly force them into aBog 
wherein they have been mired, they 
will turn this way,and that way, and. 
run back again upon you,rather than, 
run Into the. mire wherein-they have 


been already. A wounded Conſcience 
C who 


- 
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26 © Confeiengethebeft Friend. 
;-who can bear? -T hey that have felt 
. that wound, & have gottengt heal'd, 
- will take heed how they make ano- 
-ther.. 


- iImployed. 


"ThePropoſitionIgave you was this; 
Tt ſhould bg aur gieeateſt care ſo to live , 
that our conſeiences mayhave 110 occaſion 


0 atcuſe or reproachus while we live. 


Some do ſolive that their nerghbours' 


-can have'no occaſion to reproach 


them; ſome there are that fo hve z 


that thevery worſt have agood word 


for them; I have known ſome'that 
have been ſo nnblameable, of ſuch a 
ſweet diſpoſittowſokind and courte- 
ous toall,and have lived ſo. inoffen- 


Fvely,that the worſt haye had'a good 


word for them. Bur where are they 
that have or do carry themſelves ſd, 
that theirConſciences have no-occafi- 


-ON to accuſe them 3 or to repreach 


them ? Commend me tothat perfon 
if yon can- I have already ſhewed 
van what Cotrſctence 1s , and about 
what it is Imployed,, and how: it C 


yJunr wo yaw VWs © 
” 


Confelrncethghel Extend, v1 


;I comenow. to thePropfof, rhe Nc- 
Arine:Thiswas Fobs czre you fec; he 
was-refolved upowic, that he would 
{ walk and fo watch thatConſcience 


might;haye| Ry to 100 ? 


him: And, 189: Foh o, 
Aly: 31 t theScriprugerſP 

porn as havemade.it.their. care {q to 
vvalk.,: that.Conſcience might. have 
na juſt occakian to. FEPLoac  them- 
David was 085 of ;the -m AHANNFART 
by: yvhat:be OS. 8. P/. 119- 
34: 0A, 13% ids ps VyasSa 
time. vihe .he gave Conſcience tov 
great og on.to.reproach him», and 
his Conſcience id. reproach him to 
purpoſes poor, Nava, yyhat 
broken-hones bad he? This was 3 0 
hee >eaepalſo he copld not. have had 

the teſtimony, of his. Conſcience for 
him es he had;Regrernber (faith he, 1/a, 
38:3.)OLord bow I have walked before 
theein crumb and weth a, perfet beart , 
and have done that which UNITE 7 thy 
fe gr, Perfect Wha TSA upright 


cart ; 


> 5 EIS BATS roo ne 


1 Cnſeidnce the = Feta. 
heart; perfe&ion.notof degrees,but of 
-parts,|sthereto be underſtood. There 
are many ſuch other 7 in Scrip- 
ture, Gb Pſalms, Mark 


the peafe man, and behold the pF, br 
whete you find oneword tO explain 
the other. This alſs was PauPs carey 
elſe conld-not he have had the teſtt- 
mony- of his Conſcience as' he had. 
This ts ont rejoxtings (ſeith-he ) the #6 
ſtimony of cnn Can cienee, Po. 2 Coy. 1h 
12.it. was Paulsexert ertiſe, ARts £4,161 
And hirein dol ee my ſelf, bans 
always a Conſcience void of « once; to- 
ward God and toward Man. ' "© 
| Reaſon F. rw.) 214 
The grovnds an 'reafont"sf it 
follow. . One reaſon why we'ſhould 
take all poſlible cate that'Copfddence 
may have no occaſion'to reproath'us 
is, becauſe if occaſion be givenz'theſe 
reproches are unavoidable,Iſay,theſe 
reproaches,vexations andaccyſztions 
of Conſcience” will be unavoidable ; 


there is no eſcaping from theis :''we 
may 


'Conſerence the beſt Friend. - 29 
may:Þive occaſion to others,and poſ-. 
fibly there may beſomeayoidingthat 
which we give occaſion of;bur here is 
no avoiding or eſcaping 1n this caſe. 
Conſcience-may be aſlkepy and Con- 


| ſcience may ſay nothinga great while 


but-at laſt- it: will awake.and'do izs 
office,in accuſipg and in;jadging, con- 
demning and tormenting.. .. David's 
Conſcience was aſleep for a great 
while; but afterwards Nathan com- 
ethto him from theLordzand rouſeth 
Conſcience. and then Conſcience ſet 
moſt violently upon himz. as zppears 
by.£/. 51. wherehe complaineth of 
broken bones, Md prayeth that the 
bones: which were broken might re- 
yce.. So Foſeph's Brethren , they 
heard nothing of Conſcience 2 grear 
while;-butat laſt Conſcience twinges 
them;- at laſt:Conſcience put.our his 
enyenomed ſting ; (no ſuch#ſting-as 
the.ſting of Conſcience) at laſt Con- 
ſcience taketh them bythe throat-, 
G£2:42. 2.1. Andibey ſaidone to-angy 
—_— Yo. ES om 


Et Conffiches the bet Frjentt. 


whit ;\ We*Ar6 Waevily 5 #Miley conchrus 
Frhe blojecbs 0 Eric fep thong K 
men bak ; the Harlot for 2- Eroar 
-while wipe their meuths., and fay's 
What cvithave wedone?As Foſeph's 
Brethp refs *they fold their 'Brother 
1 "Opec ſxid'never a word 
Hem fone a great whilee 
; Ar e-and t61d theirFather aTic, 
and Conſctence ſaid never awerd to 
them, when they told their [ ather 
that Foſeph was flain * they ſaw'their 
Father movurnitig as if he were going 
Yowninto theGave.Conforrncelalth 
nothing alf the white: a Faminecors 
eth nh the Land FConfſcience yet 
ſaith nothing; ro them: at 14ft- they 
come downinto_Eaxypre, there 
meet hgh "ori neprbotne 08 
ger of 
encebept Hh tOrou7e wp NE xrinNG 
aLyon}' totear and 510 ce , then 
they cry out, Yeysly we are 2 Wihy' 001444 
Ccermng the 'bland of our Brother.) You 
{ec Corftience had" an awakenidg 
time 


+ Woo 


yn 


ended Eo ks. 
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time, thougirithad been afteep; the 
Mornmingicamefor itsawakening, -S3: 
Fadas's Conſticnce wasafleep for a 
great While : and.one would. wonder. 
that'it ſhouldever.be.ſo faſt aſleep as - 


was, dat .26.15. yourmay read -there- 


forne paſlages of it. He: goeth tothe 

Chief Pfjefts-and:maketh a Bargain: 
What will you give me, and' will deli- 
ver Feſpy to you.? and they covenanted 
with him for thirty-preces of 'Silver : 
there hemaketh a bargain for alittle - 
Silver to fell 'his Lord and Maſter, 

"and to'bettay innocent bloud ; Con 


Feience ſaith never 'a'word-to: him. 


Further , he fought for opportunircy 
to-betrayChrift,yetConſcience ſaith - 


nothing to him. v. 21.-when he was 
;come.into the preſence of hisMaſter, 


he came with the' Diſciples to the - 
Paſſover ,' yet Conſcience faith no- 
thing to him all the while : when he 
was 'at the Paſſover and eating, 


Chriſt telleth hisDiſciplesthatone of 
them ſheald/betray him; yet Fudats 


G..4- . Conn . 
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Conſcience /4:th nevera word to him, 
but letteth bim: alone- all this while. 
Nay further, when the Diſciples at 
theſe words were exceeding, forrow- 
\ ful, and began to fay-every one of 
them , Lord & it I? yet Fuda:?s Con- 
ſcience faith nathing to him. And 1 
Chriſt faid » He that dippeth bis hand 
with me in the. diſh;the ſame ſhall betray | 
me - yet hisConſcience was aſleep a 
this while. Further, ver. 24. Chriſt 
pronounceth a Wo to that man by 
whom he ſhould be betrayed; yet the 
denunciation of that Wo did not awa= {| 
ken F«das*s Conſcience ; Wo to him; ' 
it had been good for that man he haa 
never been born. It is matrer of ad- 
miration and amazement ,_ that his 
Conſcience ſhould be ſo-faſt afleep ; 
the Devilentred into him; and rock- 
ed. Conſcience aſkep z. till he might 
be ſure to. do him miſchief enoughg 1 
ver.25. Then F#das which betray- 
ed him , put the queition and ſaid » 
.M :fter,s it 1? Mcethinks his Conſci- 
0.2 | En. 
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wed;What is that $01 ſee thouto that, 


\ 
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weed ſhould have flown in his face like 
Mb fad, further faith ie. Quits: 
Thoehaft thou art the! man, - 
and yet Ah all this7«dessConſcience 
was not awake, This isindeed-mat- 
 terof admiration, thatamans Con-: 
ſcicnce ſhould be ſo faft aſleep.Bur 
how many Inſtances of ſuch OT 


Gonſtiences dothigvery age afford ?. 
Bar dothF«4az*s'Conſcience © ep. al 
ways?:No, «a which betyay- 


ed him whewbe ſaw that Frſus was C07 
demned,he brought again the 30þ +5} 
ofSilver totheChief Priefls and avd, 1 
ave ſinued in that [ have. bitrayed In- 
woeoent blood. Biit:miſexable-comfor- 
ters were thafe Chriſt» Buyers, they 
bought himrto-be crucified ;-they.did 
reply to him whenhe faid,[ have fa 


And bt caſt dawn:the thirty: picces-: of 
Silver vm the *Temple, and went and 
hanged bimſe ;1| And now his Con- 
_ Feience was fo:awake that:it., wonld 
mot ſoſfec him tofive:.::{ aſlure yous 


Cys = | 


34 ConſtiinogtheBeſbEviend:. 
how ſoever 'Conſcieticewittbe: 4 
ig or Jet the"time 


colfethatConſoi will do. jeaafs. 
fee, © refit dotliigreatly conn; 
cernusto tals great; (cate. that\Conr 
# nee! ay:tiavenc-eccaſion t02re-- * 


roof Sofiers eoar.ny te- (oak 
hem gg RT anns with. 


hen , 
enemy nap rnd ye Menvien ue of m 


i the May, bold him faſt +. 
Rlagce SINN open ach: did! = 
let rms 0 a they can to'ſtsp-th 
 mourth-of Confſeienses ct fr will Pi. 
* at hft; and Loi Ing Words, 
Earnal Reaſonnps'cannot- ſg 
16t bribe 4:20r 


$aatoyar biyerſic $\s(ilence: 1h. | 
nm ic a whilh, , 

Tau 425 ; Bapulte amibile! Cams 
a wo {1 Qon-- 


i. | 


” 
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Conſcience did reproach him, would 
aQtlet:him alone. Helſhazzay, he is * 
merry awhile with his Courtiers and * 

Ompanions iin drinking Wine ip. - 

Owls, but:after;he falls a trembling - 
and az knees ſmote' one againſt the 0 - 
ther, and he.grew pale when he faw -* 
the hand vvriting on the 2a/,Conſci- - 
encevvilbſee an-hand yvziting got on + | 
theWallzbut inzbis-book.-Ehave ſpos 
ken vsh.ſome-paprSouls,: thateould:-* {| 
iapthis:Wordis againſt me--& that. F 
Word'is againſt me; there are words + | 
enoltgh .inthisBook againſt you.Con--+ | 
ſcience will one-day-'awake and re- 
proachand will not -be bribed; wall: + 
not:have3its:mouth ſtopt> ' This is =: 
one:great xeaſon why. we ſhould be : 
Caretn] tolves that Conſcience may” * 
not reproach us whilewe live,for the =} 
reproaches: of :Conſcience are-yna> © 


F- 


- Anothef. reaſon. why we ſhould* *: 


FAS 
FIT _ 


take:al poſſible care that Conſcience 
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may have no occaſion to reproach us 
is becauſe the reproaches of Conſci- 
ence are Intollerable, there will be no 
' bearing of. them-. 4 womnded .Spy- 
Y:r who-can bear? None are able to 
- d-ar it- Many inſtances might be gi- 
ven ;- you may read Job. 7.13, 14» 
15, When 1 ſay my Red fhall comfort 
me, my couch'ſhall ceafe my complaint; 
then thou fcareft-me with dreams, and: 
terrifieft me mithhyifions, ſothat ny ſoul 
chuſeth ſtrangling, and death rather 
thanlfe, OhSirs, what a caſe will: 
the terrours and accuſations of Con- - 
fcience- bring the poor creature in- 
to? Fob. 10. 1., Ady ſoul is weary of 
 mybfe:; ['will leave my Complaint 
upon myſelf, &c. Pſalm 32:31 «4. 


When I kept ſilence my bones waxed old 


through my roaring allthe day, &c. All. 
chhegun occalipned chmod the-re- 

proaches of Conſcience.I might add; 

Prov. 12, 25-' Reavineſs in the beart 
of 4 man makgth 4'man'to fteop. F have 
known thoſe that have been bowed 
FE 4 | £Qs- 
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together by reaſon of the agonies' of 


Conſcience. I knew one, at- whole 
Eyes and Ears Blood- hath guſhed 


forth by reaſon of the Agonies of 


Conſcience. Pro: 1/7. 22: A merry 
heart dothgood like a medicine, but-a 


broken' ſpirit dries the bones. You: 
' know Fudas did chuſe rather todic: 
than endure it. Belney and Baynhem 
( after they had abjured-)-»: felt ſuch: 


pangs ſich a Hel in their Confcien- 


ces; till they. had openly profeſſed 


their ſorrow for 'it, as they would 
not have felt again for all the wor Id 
Daniel choſe rather.'to -be caſt into 
the LyonsDen, then tocarry a Lyon 
in his boſfony, v-z.. an enragedConſti- 
ence.. Richard the Fhird was a ter- 


ror to himſe}f after he had murdered 
his two innocent Nephews: Charles. 


the Ninth-of France, after that bloo- 
dy-Maſlacre by.which his Conſcience 
was enraged; could'not: endure to 
be awakened inthe” night, without 
Muſick or ſome other — 


W 
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much-for the Reaſons of- thePoint : 'Þ 
5 toe; | 


Heplicg 
| Vſ.Af Reproofe,. The fult us 


plat core; 


Heal. be ſorReprogk.of thoſe: that 
take ne-futhcare to 2void the-Re- 
proaches of Canſcience,. bat. dothat 
which: will becaſt-by Conſcience as. a+ 
-Reproach.upan them ianother day. 
'Hewda ſame:forimany years;boge- - 
-therih&ap;up! Fuel mo Keep: aFire - 
{Þtirning within them ?, No. ſooner.is 
:fome Fuel-ſpents: but there-is more 
Fuel heaption: apain+- freſh -fins-are 
canmmitted, .andafter s:while.theſe 
ins come: tocremembrances aol, fer | 
-theFircaburning,- - 6 may be a&.man - 
-2y weather ;itiour'a TrarRrade then 
' morelins cometolight,and:that ſets - 
theFize @burningiagatmn,and-ſo there -- 
on Ns wet 
ſpan rio aars woes, "bo>, "6 


0380; bus akon woes hoe, hed. 
-beendopthait: yoſberday.. You that 
- caitiebenduiy r= ; 


$2163 Can-= $i 


aa Friend; 39- 


cannot. endure;to hear.,-others re» 
pxoached, Sea bear; the. oy 

ches.@ hs when agit.may:þe - 
| —_ - fully.; 3:h haw\ww . 
(cx; Þut) $rue - 
onſcience ?..Men . 

nbgiqus, of Houſe but, Conſcience 
ao reproach txuly-, 42g WY) bee. - 


proachthee, and.yet thi vine 
ng clear Ty "EY 
ewe: thees WS jt Tone þ 
proach \thee, ; then of : 
thee? - Men. may 6m 'Weary,,Or: 
aſhamed of.reproactung, thee, but it 
Gonſciegcexeproach mecs. will xt 
grow! weary-9ri aſha lon, ae: 
ves If fome-men coach 0IS» Fre 
 mayictrapusr: PR Conſcienes 65 
prpgch us; who th en. Tan clear Te 
'This-ſhonld humble us, that wehaye - 
giych» des hang Og. £0, 18> 
iako 7 aan, 246.1 -1f you, haye 
To n 1 d jhis. a care. IQ. ts: 


Ws 
man #—+ ids Ds 
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46 Confelence tht BYf Friend: 
Heart ſmore him after he had num- 
bered the People ; and: David faid 


nato the Lord /\þave ſinned greatly 
mm that I bave done; Theſes tha 4 
rd) to take away the iniquitie of thy. 


David's Heart  ſmote” him, now 


his Conſcience ſmites- and cuts him 
to- the very Heart. Thotgh his 
Conſcience were \quiet '#' great 


$ he thus complains; 7h my 


hrare was grieved, and 1 was pricked 
17 my-remns :* fo fookſh ws 1 elf 


sonorant ; 1 was as 4 Beaſt before thee 
it 


you negleft' Conſcience when'it: 


irfts with the Finger,/and'gives di- 
5 tion ; aſſure DOE Faves, - Conſci+ 


ence wilthave a time to mice wittr 
the firſt, and to give correCtion, and 
then there wilt be no enduring of- it + 


asit was with David when his Heart 
ſmote him, Pſal. 69: 7. if ſhame 'co- 
vered" Davsd"s face when-meni re- 
proached him. Oh what a INES 


y 
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cover our. Faces. when-: Conſcience 
ſhall reproachi-us !., Repreach bat? 
broken my heart , (ſaith he) and Ja m 
full of heavineſs I lookgd for ſome to 
rake pity y but there was none, and. for 
comforters, but I found yone; Ver- 20. 
This will be your caſe and wars our 
plaint when Conf _ 
- Proach .you. - Reproach bath nll oe- 
my heart. They gave me Gall for meat , 
and- Vinegar to drink ; faith he, Ver. 
21, . Conſcience .will. give Gall 06 
Norge co mea gy gn 
en for thequicting of. it: 3; 

-make it not. your care ſo-tq Ly ta 
Canſcience may not. reproach 
Fas to fay vis Gods Jak 7 
DAVE. QOYR Yeproagcn, 694.7» 
acomfort : but..if for our Tow ſake 
we: bear reproach,. what a hata;Tor 

will that be? ' Wheri Conſgience 

ſay,This isfor the ſake of en 
Luſft,this is for the ſake af thatd ow 
ken Luſt, that wanton Lvſt of thine 3 
this is for that Paſſion of thine, , that 

froward: 


_ es. Ae ee ee a cit tt ets . —_ 4. 
* 


42 "Conſcience the beſt Friend. 
froward -andifretful Spirit.of thine.s 
"wheriGonſtience ſhall:{ay, This is for 


the fake of ſuch a Luſt which thou 
"dil indulge, and kepr as a Greet - 
\morſe] underthy tongue, notwith- 
- ftanding, the perfwaſions of all Gods 
"Mityſters to:theeontrary': how wilt + 
"thoube able'tobearir?; 


Ve 3+ Of Bhortation. | | Take . 


core that" Conſcience may-not have 
-octaon' to - yon you while you | 
Jive: The:Reaſon re. mentio-, 
ned may lerveas/Metives- The:gui- 


#6i4ablineſs and -intolerableneſvof þ 


#helereptoithes of Gonſcience;theſe 
re Motivesenough to: engage us td » 
take a}-care that Conſcrence- may - 


 Hotreproach us, Let-jthe your-cace - 
| Eo haven Conſeience void of vffence.,, 


Prov. ty ay 2Co 10122) andithen - 
\Confeienee (inſtead of neeufing will | 
-excyle.inſtead'of ebndenning it will - 
acquityeu? if you 
voice (of - Conſience /informed and 
_ pridett'by the Word of God , it will 


be .. 


[| 
.F / 
: . 


hearken 'to the - 


Sethe ox. At. Adete Ls ws Xa R=n> wi. wi © %, , ooeds 
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be a continual feaſt nntoyou , Frov.. | 
I5- 15. and your daily rejoycing. 
This us our rejoicing , (ſaith the Apoit- 
' ſtle)) the reſtimony of our Conſcience 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity not 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our converſation 1n 
the world. When a man hath Con- 
fcience on his ſide, this will be a cor- 
dial in any condition whatſoever , 
in a Priſon, a cordial in a Dun- 
geen a cordial in a ſtrange Coun» 
try, and a cordial in the worſt of 
ſufferings -that' we can meet with- 
Keep Conſcience void of offence, and- 
fo live that Conſcience-may not re- 
proach you, and all will be well. How 
may we ſo live, you will ſay, that 
Conſtience may not reproach. us. 
' while we live?or if we have fo lived , 
That Conſcience hath had cauſe to re-. 
proach us, how may we get theſe re-. 
proaches wiped off, and get Conſci- 
ence.quict again?” Thar I ſhall reſerve . 
far another opportynity. 
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"Fe Ts 27- ns 
SHY 1 Fu i, and will 
ag ng it.go; my Heart ſhall not re- 
—_— me ſo long as I true. 


"Aving already ſhewed 
' you what Conſcience is, 
and about what it is im- 
ployed, and hoy it is im- 
: ployed,and given you ſeveral reaſons 
why we ſhould make icour great care 
ſo ante gg oma dupe not re- 
proach us while we live; and having 
made ſomelUſeof theDoCttrine;I now 
ax £0 reſolve two queltions or Ca- 
es. -/ 

" 1 Thefirſt ishow may we ſo live, 
walk and a&,. and carry-qur ſelves, 
thatConſcience may have no cauſe $0 
PPEogee us another day.?. ; - ip. 

KF 


46 Conſcienct the Beſt Friend, 
| Ys we have ES. mm qe: 

an ed. gfir 

# = we had $4JuahSes 's 
proach..us.,..and doth repreach us 3 
what is to be done;that the reproach- 
es of Conſciendemay be wiped off, 
that Conſcience may bequiep;\ 2nd 


ceaſe tozecuſe and! -cohdemnt:; ceaſe : 


to vex andtorment?\ Theſe! -arethe 
two caſesI am to anſwer. 

'-Pafe 1.' How may Ave;;{o li 
wilk'; a and carry-our ſelves, tf 
Conſcience may have-no'cauſe to "A 
proach us* You-ſee-thas; .Fob did Tb 
live and carry himſelf; that 
his friends did reproach him;hisComy 
ſcience did! not reproach tiim;though 
his friends did" 'chargeitiinr,; yer-hi 
Conſbienice Aaborgelinnengh 
his friends-/did) condetunohim 5: yet 


bis Conſcience did acquit him. .He. 


did Oe [that ai 
1Jacegriry-and-Uprightaeſss 
3nd oabtleſei isoDathingetpoſy 


hble, but weido nod ſeo g9'itls. we dg 
not 


a 
a4 


fore; if- the 


Cunſeienerths: beſt Forney 
Chriſtians-indeed , and.not altgoft 


' Chriſtians we might-ſo live 25Con-- 
ſcience-migit! have / no. juſt-cauſs to-, 
reproach us. | © Sirs, Relgzions, may. 
vepiiach 4.” Wives. may. reproach, 
Hugsbands.3 'and Husbands reproach: 
| Wives» Children may.reproach Par 


rents, 'and- Servants- reproach their 


Maſters,and-oneNeighbour rreproagh: 
another:; but it-is-poſlible ſa.to liver; 
that Conſcience all thiswhile par be; 


at-peace, and:net reproach.us. Po 


bly you may be ready' to: think: and 
ſay within your ſelves, Would: we. 
-could teR how we: might:ſo live,pray 


let us have ſome directions how. vve 


may ſolive-that Gonſcience may, not. 
reproach ns. Byt: ares give. coun-. 


ſelſhould riots T/know of -you wwhe- 
ther you vwill follow it?! And incaſe 


. you-will not follow. it». vyÞy ſhould, 


I- give it? A$k.-your. ſelves. there» 


No: ;\0tþe£-- 60 
TY) | him- 


4, 


 nobſet about it-in'carneſt., If, we.he 


ex ſhall give ts; 
ieltham vyhar God. 


as 1 


"is : $ —"” 
, + & 
%\ 
. - 


2 os. Teive you any other coun- 

| "ef thanwhar'God in his holy Word 

| doth give you, I would intreat you 

not to follow it; nay, if you ſev it at: 

naught I ſhell not he' offended. Con-' 

ſider what Feebr ſaid to Moſes, Exad. & 

18. 23. If thoy ſhalt do this then 

God command thee ſo; ſoſay LThere- | 

fore Foo whether God fayas1T | 

fy,whetherGod command you ſopif_ | - 

fs, Ts take heed how you doſer at. | - 
apnefn Ne Counſel of God. Now 

the firſt Direction which Ifhall give 


| : you is this. 
[I 'Direttion 1. 
- Sie Fr) alwayes befort you. An d | 


kd 


'' -this willbe: A te ſo'tolive, that 
'| Conſcience 'may not" reproach you. 
| Aﬀire your ſelyes there is no time 
wherein GodsBack is'turned,no time 
whetein Gods Eye" is not upon you:  } 
if you can find a ties nIod is nf 
ſcht.; you may take'your y.an 
do har you Iift. *Youknow of _ | 
. . force 


. " . I.» 4% , 
Tam md 4a => ttt tt a Fo, EIS. 


a>" to _ w_ 


Giafelns he 7 Beft 20 3 p 


force the Maſters Preſcnce is among 
the ſervants; of what force the Pa- 


rents preſence is 2 among theChildren 
to reſtrain them ; of What force the 
preſence of a Miniſter. or Agrave, ſe- 
Tious and holy Chriſtian, is to. re- 
ſkrain People from what otherwiſe 
they, would take liberty to do - Sure 
Gods Preſence ſhov14 be, of greater 
force to reſtrain us; it we, did bur 
Jlivein the Apprehenſion thercof., O 
if we could but ſet God always be- 
fore vs, what manner of perſons 
ſhonld we be in all troly Conver- 
ſation, all holy cogitation, and in 
all holy communication too ! _Da- 
vid did ſet God elways, befare hin, 
and why ſhould not we do ſe too-: ? 
Pſal. 16.8. I have fet the Lord always 
before me, O then it was that Da- 
;vid was A man after Goes own heaxt ;, 
then it was that David was ſuch. A 
\Prayipg man, and ſuch a Praiſing 
man, . and ſuch an holy and heaven: 
1y nh when he did ſet the Lord al- 
D Ways 
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ways before him- You:know how 
Terſons will carry themſelves in the 


light of Men, if they bave any thing 


to doin the fight of others, how they 
will doit ; O that we con}d do all 
we doas in the ſight of God. This 


was the charge that w2s given to A- 


brabam by God himſelf, Gen. 17. 1. 
Walk gi fore me and be thou perfe#t ; 


- that if, apright. There is no ſpch 


vvay to be upright, as to hve in the 
Apprehenſion of the Preſence of 
God, and to have this always run in 
our thoughts, God hearerh, God ſees, 
and God knows. O that this were 
written npon your Desks and Shop- 


| Boards, God ſees ;, Othat this were 


written upon your Tables, Ged ſees; 
O that this were written vpon yonr 
Looking-Glaſles, God /res;, O that 


this were r/tten upon all your Ar- © 


tire and Dreſſes, God ſees; and Q 
that this vyere'vvritten upon your 
Naked Breaſts and Shoulders, God 


ſees, and upon your Faces and Fore- 
uns heads ; 


15, aw 


4 


eyes arc upon the ways of man, and he 
| D 2 


2; Conſcience the Beſt Friend. 51k "I 


heads too. .I do aſfſire you ( Sirs: ) 
that God does ſee you; O that you 
would \ive jn the continual Appre= 
henſion of ir. God ſees thee, God 
krovy : what all your thoughts ares 
what all your defigns are, what all 
your ſayings and doings are.Be ever 
thinking, God knows, God hears, God 


ſees, 1n all thy ways acknowledg bin, 


and he. ſhall dirett thy paths, Prov. 
3.6. This will make you careful-to 
keep Gods Precepts, if in all your 
ways you look upon God as your 
Obſerver and Overſeer. This was 
that which made David careful to 
obſerve Geds Precepts, P/al.- 119. 
168. [have kept thy Precepts and thy 
Tcftimonies, O bleſſed David, how 
didſt thou do this! He tells you in 
the next words, Fer all my ways arc 
before thee, 1 could heartily. wiſh 
that you world often and ſerioufly- 
read and confider theſe three or four 
Scriptures; Fob. 34. 21, 22. For his 


ſees 


$2 Confer *. Beſt Friend, 
fees all bis goings. There is no dark- 
.ne{s or ſhadow of death, where thc 
Warkers of i iniquity may hide them- 
ſelves. -There is no hiding FroMn 
God, he ſees all 'onx goings : 
cannot ſet one foot. before —7 ho 
'but God fees it. Alas al-s; if a | 
man do but goout of doors,God ſees 
It, if he gocs-i1to the Field God ſees 
it,'if he-goes to other Honfes God 
ſees It, it he goes to his own; Houſe 
' God ſees it too. Prov. 15, 3, The - 
eyes of the Lord are za cvery-place, be- 
holding the evil and the, good. Prov. j 
"FM The ways of man .are eefore the 
eyes of the. Lord, and hs pondert th.all 
bis goings. | deſire yon once a week 
ro read over the former Part of the 
139 P/alm. If I ſhould deſire you to 
read 1t: once a Gay, 1:rwould- not be 
loſt Jahour. - You will ſee there'1s 
noPoing out. of 'the' fight and- pre- | 
ſence-of God. ' Verily '(Sirs) to ſet 
God-always before us, and.to live-in 


the Sight and Apprehenſion of the 
Pre- 


ily 


F ww, 0 - 
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Preſence of God, this would have 
ſuch an influence upon our thoughts, 
words and works , that it would; 
make them pleaſing to. God ';, andif 
ſo, Conſcience would never reproach* 
us for them ; for Conſcience w:// not. 
reproach us for doing that wh:ch;is; 
pleaſing to God. Thus much for the; 
lirft Direction, 
- Direction Tl. 
'S et up Geds will revealed 11 Moor 


as the Rule of ajl your aw hts, words »- 


all you do, 


ind ations ; as the 
In your general ng , and. 6ial 


youdo. in your particvlar caRing 3 as- 


arule of all. your natural, civil, and 
religious actions ; ſet, up the Will of 
God revealed in his Word, as the 
rule of your all; Let it be the rule 
of your carriage towards God , of 
your carriage toward men, toward 
your ſelves; andtoward others: This 
isScripture direCtion, the Counſel 
which the Holy Gholt giveth; there- 


fore tbeſeech y ou ſexiouſly conſider 
N23. of 
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54 Conſcience the Brſt Friend. 
of it and follow it, 7/1.1 19.6. Then 
ſhall not The aſhamed, when 1] have re- 
efF unte all thy Commanauecents : a nd 
in the 9th. verſe a Qiceſtion is put ; 
Wherewithal ſhzll a yeang man cleanſe 
bis way? (the anſwer followeth)) By 
taking heed thereto according to thy 
Word; doing aſl 2ccording to Rule. 
Whar hath achild a copy for, but 
to write after it? and what h:th the 
Maſon a Line and a Plummer for,but 
to build by it? Let the Word of God 
be thy Lamp and thy Light, P/. 1 19. 
105. Thy Word is « lamp unto my feet, 
and 4 light unto my Path. Order 
Four ſteps according to the Word of 
God, as David prayed, P/-1. 119. 
133. axd then you will not ſtumble; 


; nor give. Conſcience any occaſion of 


reproacking yon. You are careful 
when you walk in the Street, to keep: * 
out of the Chanal, to keep out of the 
way that may pollute and dcfile you : 
OhSirs , Why do we not order our 
ſteps according to theWerd ofGod? 

| Why. 


4F\ 


Conſcience the Beſt Friend. ſr | 
why do we not keep the path ? why 
£0 we our of the path ? Poor David 
did ſo ſometimzs; therefore he prays, 
Pſal. 119. 176.1 kave gone aſiray lhe 
a loft ſh-ev ; ſ-ek thy Scruaat, for [do 
not forget thy Commandment. Would 
you not be wills that Mircy and + 
Peace might be upon you?Val: 6. 16. 
As many as walk according tothu rile, 
peace be upon them and mercy, and ug- 
oz the Jſracl of God. Beware, my 
friends, of fetting up falſe rules to 
your ſelycs:nd 1 beſeech you, let nor -. * 
theſe JireCtions wh:cb Iam goving you 
be out of mind when | am out of - 


fight. Ipray bewareof ſetting up 


falſe rules ; I ſhill name four, which }.. 
weare vcry prone to walk by. 
1. Beware of ferting up the pra- 


Qtice of others wh: ther great or good 


for your rule; the praCtices of good 
m22 are not always agrecahle ro the 
rule as they ſhould be; Miaiſters and. 
others may ſtep alide, and too often 
doztherefore beware of ſetting up the. 


, D 4 Pra» . 


56 . Conſcience the Beſt Friend, . 
practice of others, whether great or 


go0d;to be your rule.Remember you 
are to follow others as they follow. 


Chrilt. You will ſfay,this was the pra- 


frice of ſuch a Miniſter, this 1s the 
praQtice of {uch a Profeflor ; but do 
they walk as Chriſt walked ? if they 
follow Chriſt, thon mayſt follow 
them ; but if they do not follow 
Chriſt, we muſt not follow them, be 
they who they will, — 
2, Beware of ſctting up the opini- 
ons of others, . be they never ſo Iear- 
ned,for your rule,tnough they, be the 
greateſt Doctors in the World, ang 
called Rahb: never ſo mnch.Set not up 
the Opinion of any for your rule, 
any further than they have theWord 


of Gcd for their opinion. WhenGod 


{peaxs we muſt conſider who, but 
when Man ſreaks we muſt conſider 
what; I ſay whenGod ſpeaks we mulſt 
not conſider v-hat but who, but when 
Man ſpeaks yve muſt not conſider 
who but what We knowGod cannot 
err 1 
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3. Bevvare of ſetting-up the Cy- 


ſtoms of the times and places you 


live in for your rule. Ohthis is the 
Cuſtom of the time, and this is the 
Cuſtom of the place, and vyhat ſhall 
I be like no body. ? Do not make this 
yourTtule. Tell me vvhere in all the 
Bible dothGod allovy this for a rule, 
to-vvalk according to the Cuſtom of 
the times and-places. vvhexrein vye 
live? | 
4. Bevyare of ſetting up the Mul- 
itude for your example , follow nor 4 
multitude to do evil, Let not this ſatiſ- 


fie you, nor ſerve your turn, to ſay ,. 


Why,every one'doth fo;.it is general 
and common, the Mulrtitude doth jr;: 
vyhat ſhall I be ſingular, like no body 
inthe World? Aſlure your ſelves 
that a Multitude 1s not a Lavy and: 
Rule for you to-vvalk by. I appeal to 
you Sirs, vvhether this be not good 
counſel , vyhether it yyvould not bea 
great help:to, and furtherance of the 


Conſcienct the Beſt Friend, 54” 
erre,but we know that manmay erre.... 


Peace- 
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peace andquiet of your Conſciences, , ' 

to ſet-np the Will of Gcd revealed 

in his Word for the rule of your: 

aft. 5 RR by 2; 

Diredion Il. | 

Set up Gods glory as the end of all." 

If you wouldnot kave Conſcience” to: 
reproach you another: day , fet- up- 
Gods glory as the.end of all 'that you. 
do.Otten fay to thine own ſoul, How 

_ doth this tend tothe glory of God ?: 
witl God be honoured by this ? will 
God be glorified by this? When you 
are upon any undertaking, or. when: 
you are'abofit any natural , civrl; or 
reljgious ation, think ſet jouſly with 
your ſelves, what dol atm at? what 
is my deſign in dotng thisor that? Is 
it the glory of God?OSirgit it he the 
pleaſing of your ſelves, Conſcience 
will be diſpleaſcd:1f it betheþicaſfing 
of the fl:ſh, Conſcience will be du- 
pleaſed to purpoſe? 1hit be the plea- 
fng of the World, the plz:i1ing of 
one another, and uct ihe piecſing _ 
£d, 
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God, Conſcience will be diſplzaſed 
another Gay: for Tonicien'e 15never 
pleaſed when the glory of God is not 
defigned, 1 Cor, 10.31. that Scrip- 
ture ſhould be confidered by my ſelf 


and you, H/uabr you cat or dranky or . 


whit ſycucr you do, do all to the Giery 
of Goa; do all that God may be ne+ 
noured.Sirs, 1 a4 are not year oun, for 
you are beugut with a price-glorifie God 
with your b4dies, and wth your [Pris » 
Thich 'are Gods. , F appeal uno your 
Conſciences, whether {j13s wou}e| 1oT 
be the way to keepConſciznce quiet, 
thar it ſhould have no cauſe 10 re- 
proach you, if you Cid but fetup the 


glory of God as the end of all. Cer-. x 


Lainly all we do will be never the 1-($ 
prafi:able or pleafureable,contentful 
or ſatisfactory to us,for m.iking Gods 
plory.che cnd of all ; but a thouſand 
ro 0Re, it would make cycry thing by 


ſo much the, more profitable, pleaſu-. 


able and (atisfatory tous, by.kow 
much more .We make the glory. of 
| ths. 


" 
* 
* Wa : 
Vi 


CY EE I 


_ 


a 
4% 


| 
iq 
{ 


60 Conſcience the Biff Friend. 


God the end thereof _ O Sirs, hovy 
{weetly will that meat go downthat 
15 eaten with aneye to theglory of 
God ? How comfortable will thoſe: 
ccalings and tradings in the World 
be.thart are done with aneye tothe. 
- elory of God ? 
Dire&ion IV. 

If you would fo live,that Conſcience 
may haye no occafion to reproach 
you, Ser up an Taquiſition Court in your 
ewn fouls, You have heard talk of 
an Inquiſitien in Spain ,, and in other 
PopHh Countrys ; - Oh that yon 
would fet up an Inquiſition Court in- 
your cwn fouls. We have Courts of 
Inguiry among vs; O keepa weekly. 
nay a datly , Conrt- ſmquiry in your 
own hearts.Commune withyour own: 
hearts every day,according to the ex- 
ample of David, Pſal, 4. 4- Examine 
your ſelves often , be not ſeldom in 
the vyork of mat orwrp a 2Coy. 
13:5. Examine your ſelves, prove” your 
es les, ehvobes you be HON the fan ? 
ow: 


DS ——— 


krow ye not that Chriſt # in youzexcept 
ye be Reprobates or unapproved ? whe=- 
ther you be reprobate ſilver, thatis,not 


current. Examine your ſelves, prove: 


your own ſelves. Pig. 59. 1theught 


on my ways (ſaith David, and turned: 


my feet unto thy teſtimonies. Oh think 
on your ways, fay often to thine own 
ſoul, What am1? whatdol1? how 


liveI? whether gol? what will be 


my condition through all Eternity ? 
will ſuch queſtions do you any harm? 


Lappealto your ſelves that are able 


to judge. O'that I could get you to 


' recxon often with your ſelves, and to- 


keepa' Petty Seſſions in your qvvit 
ſouls, and ſit as Judges ina Court of 
Inquiry upon- all your thoughts, 
vvords and aCttons, ſaying to them, 
come hither my theughts , come hi- 
ther my vyords, come hither my 


vyorks, comelet me examine you, 


come let: me compare you with the 
rule; vyould not this preventtheac- 
cuſations of Conſcience, i you = 
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but reckon with your ſelves onceevex - 
ry.day,. if it were but one quarter of . 
an hour in the day ?. See Fer.8.6. 
"Direction V. \ | 
Set open your ears tothe voice of Con- . 
cience » when it 15 enlightned and die 
retted by the Word of God. When 
Conſcience hath informationfromthe 
Word ofGod, -ſet open your ears 0 
Its voice, hearken to the voice of Con- 
ſcience z as Abraham once by. Gods 
command h.arkened to the voice of _ 
Sarah, Gen, 1. 12. And God ſurd un- 
io Abraham ,. Let it not be grievous ;n 
thy ſight becanſe of the Lad, 'and be- 
canſe of the Bond-woman : 1n all Sarah 
hath [aid unto thee, hearken_ uiito ber 
vaice. Why lo ſay Ito you :;_inafl 
that Conſcience., informed. by the 
Word). ſhall ſay unto you , .hearken , 
unto 1ts Voice. Be ſubj4U, far.Conſti- 
ence ſake ,, is the command, Rom 123. 
5. ; Tihis/Subjectioen for ,Conſcience 
ſake to thoſe thatare'iin Authority 
'God hath commandcd 3, Rc " v4 
will . 


will clamour, upbraid and reproach, 
if Gods .Commands be not-obeyed. 
Hearken to the voice of Conſcience, 
hearken to the direCting voice, and 
thereproving voice of Conſcience, 
P[. 16,7. My reins infirut-me,&c.that 
is, my .inmoſt thoughts and fecret 
motions do inftruft-me. Hearken to 
its directing vo.ce-when ir {aith,T his 


z the way-, naik in jty 1ſa. 30. 21g. 


When thou heareſt .a yoice behind 
thee, ſaying. 1 bes « the way , walk in 
#.; hcarken alſo'to its reproving 
yoice, to Its correcting voice. Thus 
David expoltulates, Pſal. 42; & 43. 
Why art theu caft down., O my Soul ? 
and why art thou diſquieted within 
me? Truſt ft:ll im God, Why art 
thou thus diſſident ? why. art thou 
thus diſtruſtful 2 Thus David re- 
Proves himſclf, and chides himſelf. 
Pſal 77.10, And I ſaid, this ts my ins 
firmity. But 1 will rememb.r the years 


of the right hand of the moſt high, And 


1, ſaid, 1014.46 my infirmity , this is my 


frail: 
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frailty; I amto blame. Thus-he- 


checks himſe}fs and hearkens to the 
voice of Conſtience. | 
Diredion VI. 


.. Set your ſelves againſt all ſin ;, both- 


reat and ſmall. Fight againſt all 
a, oppole all fin; allow not your 


felyes in the practice of any known: | 
fin, nor in the omiſſion of any known 
Duty. Fault vvas very careful here- 


in, A# 8. 23, And Paul earneſtly bee 
kolding the Council ſaid , Pen and 
Brethren, 'I have lived in aff 700d Con- 


ference before God unts this diy, "Ard 


how came he to live in all good Con- 


ſcience? -Ityyas before God. If vve- 


could yyell remember the firſt Dire- 
Eon, vve ſhould the better live in all 
good Conſcience. And herein(ſaith 


the Apoſtle) do Texcereiſe my ſclf,, to- 


have always a' Conſcience void of of- 


fence toward God.and toward Men ,, 


Als 24. 16. Pray for us (faith the 


Apoſtle) for we truft we have a good: 


Conſcience. in all things wilting to live 
ho» 


la... 


az as R9 aca ww **-@ > Ac wm a — 


| 


P[. 119. 101. I have reframed my. 
feet from every evil way, &c. Verſe 
128, 1 eſteem all thy Precepts concern» 
ing all things to be right, and I hate 


every falſe Way. Pray obſerve here *\ ] | 


are three Univerſals : if you would 
not haye Conſeience reproach you, 


ſet your ſelves againſt Sin, againſt 


the commiſſion of all ſin, and againſt 


- the omiſſion of all Duties both great 


and ſmall. If you be not faithful in 


the leaſt, you will not be truſted in 


the greateſt. Zuk.. 16. 12 Make 
Conſcience of evi! Thoughts; of le 
and unſavoury Words and ſeeming 
Oaths : and according to the Rule,. 
abſtaiu from all appearance of evil z 
from all ſemblance of evil, 1 The/. 5; 


| 22, Take heed of Deceit, and of | 
every thing that hath the ſhew and - . if 


ſemblance of evil. Take heed © 

WantonDreſles: take heed of enſna- 
ring Attire: I am confident that ma» 
ny poor creatures-havebeen catchd 
ad. 
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honefily. Mark, in all thinzs: ſo | 


"66 Conſcience the Beſt Friend, 
as itwere inaShare and Trap by the 
Hes it and dreſſts of chz Profeſſors of 
our Age. Alas what Inventions 
have we to draw eyes, both behind 
and before, to this.part of the Body ? 
and to the other part of the Body ? 
The Lord-be merciful ro us, is this 
the way toeſcape the reprozches of 


Conſcience ? O Friends, take heed * 


of deceit in;your dealings; take heed 
of Lying for advantage,; take heed 


of the Husk -and* Kernel of the . 
Grape ; though we drink not the . 
Wine, may we not. eat the Grape? - 
if nor the Grape, may we not cat - 


the Husk of the Grape ?. And if not 


the Husk; .yet may vve not eat the . 


Kernel of the Grape ? No, Num. 6; 
4. Thu-1i the Law of the Nazarites 


All the! days of his Separation he ſhalt 


eat nothing that s made of the Vine- 
Tree, from the Kernels even to the 
Fusk; He muſt not drink Wane, 
that was the Lavv of the Nazarite, 


Thathe might not be enſnared, not . 
—_ | un-,.. 


oth. * - dan _— RR  RR— - F Y 7 — = 


under a temptation to drink Winez 
he muſt not meddle with any thing 
coming of the Vine, not the very 
Husk or the Kernel, Jeſt he be en- 
faarcd. Our firſt Mother Fwe was 
drawn to. Eating by Secing : O tek? 
heed of Temptations and Snares,: nd 
be net a Snare or Temptation unto 


ethers ; but make- Conſcience of all. 
Nay. 


ſin, whether great or ſma!l. 
further, if there be any queſtion or, 


doubt about any thing,whether it be 
a ſinor no, what. ſhall'we do then ?- 
Some ſay it is a ſt, and ſome ſay it 

1s not a fin ;.and poſſibly ſome goad 


men may-ſay it 75 not a fin, and ſome 
good men may ſay it is aſin ; what 


ſhall we -do in ſuch a doubtful mat-. 


ter? I. ſhall quickly reſolve you :, 
Take the ſureſt fide. In ſich a caſe 


when the matter is doubtful, t'1e ſu«=. 
reſt -way zow is not, to make cr med- . 


dle at all with Ke. 


Was there not Meat .cnovgh for: 


them to cat inthe Primitive Times 
| be- 
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68 Conſcience. the Beſt Friend, ? 
beſides that which did give offence ? 
Some doubt whether ir was lawtul to 
eat of this or that meat ;z what need 
weeat of it? Paul faith in ſucha caſe, 
1 will never eat fleſh while the world 
ftandeth , rather than offend a weak; 
brother. It is not lavyful, ſaith one ; 
Fvvill doit for all that, ſaztbanother.. ' 
They are not of Pan/s- Spirit. And 
as for Dreſſes and Habits , are there 
not enough befides thoſe vyhich are: 
queſtionable, and yyhich both Anci- 


ent and Modern Divines have all 


condemned as ſinful? Poſlibly ſome 
witzTime a greater Liberty , and- } 
Vvve are novy generally groyvn tO 2 
greater Latitude; but tell me, Is 
there not enough of other ſorts, but 
we muſt uſe ſuch habits and dreſſts: 
as are doubtful, queſtionable , and. 
oftenſive ? God help us to confider 
of it.  Inall matters doubtful and' } 
queſtionable, ſtill take the ſureſt ſide. . 
If you do that which Is | pr yer 
and doubtful > you may fin; ana ot 
ons | bly 


4 


& 


ſibly it may be found tobe a fin at the 
Day of Judgment : and if ſo, what 
willyouwo then ? It was the ſpeech 
of Mr. Bolron-.concerning long hair : 
You ſay the wearing cf long Hair ts 
not a ſin, but what if it be found at the 
Day of 
then wiſh,O that I had left t cff,or ne- 
ver #ſed it. Men are not infallible, 
Miniſters are not infallible, no not 
the beſt 'of them; you are vot to 
ground on them as if they could not 
be miſtaken 2: therefore in all doubt- 


ful caſes chuſe the ſureſt ſide. There 'F 


-1s Meat enovgh to. eat; beſides that 
which is doubtful ;. and there is Ap- 
narel enoughto wear  befides that 
vvhich: is offenſive and queſtionable. 
Tf you would ſo live that Conſcience 


may have no cauſe:to reproach yau, 


my Counſel to.you is, Takealvvays 
in doubtful matters: the ſureſt ſide, 
vyhich is,not to meddleor make wth 
itat all : for if| you, do it . you may 


fin, andat Judgment it may be found 


to 
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Fudg ment to'be a ſm? You will” 


mo Conſcience the Beſt Friend, 


to be ſin- But if you do it nct, you- 


are ſafe and free. 

| Direction VII. 

Set upChr iſt 24 your Pattern. If you 
monld have Conſcience novy to re- 
proach you another day, takeChriſt 
for your example. 1Per.2.21,23 For 


even hcriunto were ye called, becauſe- 


Chriſt alſo ſoff cred for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye ſhould follow his ſteps, 
&c, We ſhould pace aſter him; we 
ought to walkas Chriſt walked.If you 
would have Conſcience not to re- 
proach you,makeChrift your patern; 
think, ſpeak and do, as you are per- 
ſuaded Chriſt would. were he in your 
caſe, wer®he in your plzce on earth : 
ſpeak; think and do, as you think he 
would ;, ask your ſelves, would Chriſt 
neglect his Fathers buſineſs as I do? 
Would he mis-ſpend his tims 
and trifle it avvay, that vvent about 
continually doing good ? Would 
Chriſt have ſerved oneLuſt,and ano- 
ther Luſt,as Ido,and haye made pro- 

: viſion 
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viſion for the flzſh to full the Luſts 
thereof? would be give himſelf to ri- 
oting & drunkennels, to chambering 
and wantonnel(s as 1 do? as yOu Would 
not haveConſcience to reproach you, 
make Chriſt your Pattern and Ex- 


emplar. 
« Dirc#ion VIII. 


Sit under a Powerful MiniStry, If 


you wo#ld prevent the reproaches of 
Conſcience, love and like that Mini- 
ſter beſt that ſpeaks to Conſcience 
moſt : do not hate him that rebukes, 
as they, Amos 3. 10. but ſay as Da- 
| Vid, (Pſal. 14. 15.) Let the righteous 
ſmite me, -it ſnall be a hinaneſs ;, and 
l:t him reprove me, it ſhall be an excel- 
lent oyl, that ſhall not break my head, 
Let him ſmite me, I wi! not be of- 
fended with him, 1w:ll not ſmite a- 
gain; when he ſmites me, it ſhall be 
as 4 precious Oyntment. The mean» 
Ing is, Let him ſmite me with Re- 
Proofs., let him reprove me, deal 
faithfully and plainly with me. An1 
(Sirs ) 
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2 Conſciencethe Beſt Friend, 
(sirs) 1 fear that my ſelf and many 


of my Brethren in the Miniſtry may 
have much to anſwer for another day. 


for that we do not deal more faith- - 


fully,more plainly and-dovynrightly 
vvith Seuls. 'Mmiſters are under a 


Temptation to pleaſe their Hearers, | 


as vvell as others, and are loth. to 
offend them ; but God forbid that 
Chriſts Miniſters ſhould be ſeryants 
of Men,or Men-pleaſers,or Women» 
pleaſers. Let them look to it, that 
they pleaſe their Lord and Maſter 
Chriſt. 0 
Directiou ]'X. 

Sct nipon nothing on which you care 
xet,, 012 which yon dare not pray for a 
blefſing. Never undertake any thing, 
never be imployed about any thing, 
upon vvhich thou doſt not dare to 
pray ſor ,a' bleſling. .1 Tim. 4,4, 5: 
Every thing ss ſanitified. by the Word 
_end Prayer. I muſt havea, Word to 

be myRule for it, and I muſt. make a 
_ prayer for a Bleſling,on it, elſe I can- 
: nOL 
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he 


and bleſſed to me. Novy (Sirs) how 
many things are there that we do, 


that we dare not pray to Ged fora' 
Bleffing on?” It may be- you ſpend 


two or three hours at the Looking” 
Glaſs,can you pray for a Blcſling up- 
on the time ſo ſpent? can you pray 
for a Bleſſing upon your dyecfling and 
' aftiring your ſelves, and habiting' 
your ſelves in the way and manner 

that you do? can you pray, O Lord,' 
let this way of habiting and drefling 
my ſclf be for thy glory, and for my 

good, and for the example of o: hers * 

Dare tiny: of -you go and make a' 
prayer to-God for this? Advyenture 

not upon any thing upon which you 
dare not pray for a Bleſſing, 

3 Direfion X, þ 
| If you would not have Conſcience” 
| to'reproach you , Ser abrat all iz: the 
ntme and ſtrength of Chriſt. ' For that 
ISthe rule which the Apoftle giveth, 
Col.3.17. And whitfosvey ye do 17 
LI E wed 
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not expect that ir ſhould be ſanftified' 


*. 974 | Conſetence the Be Friend, 


. * word or deed, doall in the name of the 
+ Lord Jeſus Chri#t, : Do all accord- 
| Tagto'the will and the command of 
 Chriſt,doall by the ſtrengthand help 
af Chriſt, anddo all tothe glory of 


1.Doall according to the will and 
__ *-command of Chriſt. In Az. 18. 20. 
' the name gf Chriſt ſignifies his com- 


2: Doall by the ſtrength and help 
In this ſenſe alſo is the 
name of Chriſt uſed, Luke 10. 17. and 


* of Chriſt. 
. Pſal. 44. 5- Lnke 17. 


*3. Doall tothe Glory of Chriſt , 

- which is ſometimes-to be underſtood 

by his name, as P/al. 31.3. Oh that, 

People would ask themſelves, Is this 

according to the will and CONMng 
can 


-of Chriſt that Iam now a doin 
- expect theſtrength and help o 


Chriſt 


in that Iam now a doing ? is this for - 
* theglory of Chrift which I am now 
- a doing ? when thou art about any 
cn” 
cy 


Duty» ſay to Chr:#, all our ſuffici 


2 Cor. 3.5. Fohbn. 15.5. Say as Payl , 


I can do all things throyrh Chriſt which .. 
ftrengt henerth me, Phil. 4.13. . And 
thus I haye given you ten Directions.. 
how you may fo live that Conſcience - . 


may not rep1oacn you. - 
: "CON Uhr.” 


I come now to ſpeak 2 little to the _ 
ſecond caſe. Whar if we have neg--. 
IeRzd theſe rules ;and directions -. 

hich have been laid before v8.1f you . 
ave neglected to walk accordingto- . 


rule, and have given Conſcience juſt 


cauſe-to teproach you z and if Con- - 


ſcience does reproach you,and if you 
ask me, How may we get the re- 
proaches of Conſcience wiped off, 


and ger Conſcience quiet again ? I. 
anſwer in two words, Repent and Be-... 


keve. 

1. Repent of that before the Lord 
which Conſcience reproacheth you 
for, mounr for it, beaſhamed of it, 
judge and. condemn your ſelves for 


Conſcience the Bet Friends \ no: - 
cy of thee,we have none of our own, . 


E.2 what © 
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"what is paſt,reſolve againſt it for the - 
time to come ;..this is a good courſe. 
Tfwe coufeſs eur fins, he 1s faithful and 
Juſt to forgive ws our ſins , and, cleanſe 
from all unreghtconſucſs , 1 Cor, 11. 
3l- For if we weuld juage our ſelves, 
we ſhould not be judged.;, and if we ac- 
knowledg our tranſ; oreſl 10nS,and ac- 
cep* of the puniſhment of our Iniqui- 
ty. Read Lev. 26. 49,41,42. There 
1s not a better way to wipe off the 
reproaches ofConſcience,than by the 
tears of repentance. Follow. the ex- 
Ample of that Woman that came be- 
hindour Lord and Saviour,aud me 
ed kis feet with her tears, and w1 
' themmith the hairs of her head. A to 
vice perhaps that you would beloth 
to put your hair to.z but Sirs, if you 
would have Conſcience to be quiet, 
then ſerjouſſy ſet upon the vvork of 
repentance. 
2. Belzeve. By Faith et Chriſts 
blood on work,to wipe off the aſper- 
' ons.and reproaches of Conſcience, 
ro 
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Corifcience the Brft Friend. 5 © 
| to purifie and pacifie Conſcience, get 
Conſcience ſprinkled with theBlood 
of Chriſt, Heb.9.14. You read of one *} 
Agar. 15. 28. thar ſet the Pity and - f 
Power of Chr/t on work to make her ' 
Daughrer whole. Feſws anſwered -- || 
and ſaid unto her, O Woman, great ts .- | 
eby Faith ! Be it to thee even as thow + | 
wile, Chriſt ſeemed not to regard ! || 
her awhile, but ſhe followed him,aud J... || 
ſet his Pity. and- Power on work. :. | 
Faith will ſetthe Blood of Chriſt on + | 
work, to wipe off the reproaches of: ..,.: | 
Conſcience. The Centarions Faith ſer + | 
Chriſt on work to heal his Servant » -. || 
Lord (faich he) ny Servant lyeth, as ...c | 
home ſick of the Palſy,: grieuonſly tor- -* - | 
mented. And Jeſus ſaith witolim, F * || 
well come and heal him. The Centuys=- -+ || 
01 anſwered and ſaid,: Lord Iam rot || 
wo-thy that thou ſhcujaſt ; come nn #4 
my Roof , but ſpeak the word ancly, and 
my Servant ſhall be healed. And Fe- 
ſms ſara nnto the Centurion, Go thy. way, «| 
and 4 thru haft a” 2g ſo be it dene \ | 
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| 78. Conſcience the Bet Friend. 
auntothee, And his Servant was beate 
 edin the. jclf- ſame hour ,* Met, 8, 13, 


- . The LepersFaith did ſet Chriſt on 
work, ar8.2.,3;, And there came 
a Leper.ana morſhipped him , faying, | 


. Lord , if thou wilt thou canſt makg-me 


clean, And Feſus put forth Es: hand 


and touched him, ſaying, { will,be thou 


clean-and immeatately hy Leproſie was 
cleanſed, The, Father of the Child 


that had a deaf and a dumbSpirit, his 


Faith ſet Chriſt on work, /d:rkg.2 34 
24,25.  Teſms ſaith unte him, If thou 
canſt believe, all. things are- poſjible to 
bim that believeth. And ſtraight way. 
zhe Father of the Ch:ld cryed out with 
ears, Lord, Thelieve , help thou my, 
anbelief, The Faith of the Woman. 
diſeaſed with an Iſſue of blood ſer 
Chriſt on work, 2far.g 21s For ſhe. 
ſazd within her ſelf, If I may.but touch. 
the Hem of hws Garment, 1 ſhall be 
whole, And. it follows, the Woman 
ws made whele .fromthat hour. The. 


Faith of the poor Leper ſct,Chr:/? on. 
| | work 


work, Luke 17. 19, And Feſus aid 
atunto him, Thy faith. hath made. thee 
whole, 


- And likewife the Womans Fiith 


(Luke 7:48.) ſet Chriſt on-wotk for 


the. pardon of her ſins ;. he ſaid ynto 


_ . hers: i hy fins are forerven thee. And 
(yer.59, ) Cbrilt tells her , Thy faith 
hath ſaved thee, gots peace. 

And likewiſe. the Faith of. blind 
Bartimew { Mar. 10.51, 52. } ſets 
Chriſts Somers and Pity on work, and 
obtained Healing... And the Faith of 
the two blind men Ine. 9. 27.28,; 
29, 30.Chriſt touched their eyes and 
ſaid, According to yur Faith 0 be it 
x you. And their eyes 'were .open=- 
e 
 Oif-yon could hut. (according to 
theſe Examples) ſer Faich on work 
for the healing of your ſouls,Conſci- 
ence would be quiet. Thus bef eak, 
ahd expoſtulate with thine owp(ionn 
ſcience, and ſay, It 1s true (Conſci- 

ence) [ have loned , and deſeryvedto 
be. 
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86- Conſciruce the Beſt Friend, 


be reproached and condemned, but 4 
fly tothe Bloud of Chr:/# for clean- 


ſing, and I apply that by Faith. Nay 


(/arth Conſience) if thou fly to that 
City of Refuge, I can then no longer 
purſue after thee ; thou art fafe 
enough from me. If thon makeſt the 
Blood of Chr:ft thy Refuge, thou arc 
then ſecured from all theScorms, and 
Terrors, and Repraaches of Conſci- 
ence. If you would not have Confci- 
ence vpbraid yon accuſe and ton- 
demn you) ſet about the work ofRe- 
pentance andFaith, and then whatſo- 
ever cauſe you have givenConſcienco 
to reproach yon, it will reproach you - 
no more,it will be quiet and at peace. 
with you; always provided that .you 
fet about. this work of Faith and Re- . 
pentance ſeriouſly and in good ear- 
neſt. Conſider what hath bcen (aid , 
and the Lord give you underſtanding - | 
m all things. 
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Fob Printed , =—_ arcts be ſold by © 


John Hancock , at the Sign of the 
7, hree Bibles 1n | Poper- Head, _ 


mn Cornhil: 
- 
Welve Books lately publiſhed'by: Ms. 
Tho. Brooks, late Preacher ofthe Goſpel 
at Margarets New-Frſk-ftreer. 

1. Precious Remedies agzeinſt Satans De- 
vices, or Salve-tor Believers and Uabehevers 
Sores : being a Companion for thoſe'that 'axe 
its Chriſt; .or out of Chriſt.” 

2 Heaven onEarth: Or a ſerious Diſcourſe . 
. touching a Well grounded A flurancc of Mans 
: Everlaſting Happinels. 
3. Theunſearchable Riches of Chriſt held 
; forth in 22 Sermons. 
. - 4. Apples of Gold for young Men afid Wo- 
-men, orthe happineſs of being good betimes. 
-- $5. A String of Pearls: or the beſt things 
reſerved till laſt. 
6. -The Mute Chriſtian under the ſmarting 
- Rod, with Soveraign Antidotes againſt the 
moſt miſerable Exigents. - 
7.An Ark forall GodsNoahsin a ftormyDay. 

.. $8: The CrownandGlory of Chriſtianity,in 
- 48-Sermons on/ Heb. 12. 14- 

9: ThePrivy Key of Heaven:or a Diſcouts 
of Tioket-Prayer. 

Io. An heavenly. Cordial for ſach as bave., 
had or eſcaped the Plagye. 
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A Catalopue of Books, 


11. A Cabinet of choice Jewels, or a Box 
of precious (yntment containing ſpecial . 


Maxims, Rules and Directions, in order tothe 


clearing up of a mans Intereſt in Chriſt, & his . 


Title toall the glory of another World. 
12. Loudons Lamentations. 


The Godly Mans Ark » in ſeveral Sermons, 
To which isadded Mrs. Moors Evidences for” 


Heaven: By Edmuni Calamy B. D. at Al- 


Chrifts Communion with his Church Mi-.. 


litant: by N:co/as Lockyer, 
Sin the Plague of Plagues?by Ralph Venm "T- 
A.true Narrative of thoſe two never to 


forgotten Neljverances.Oge from the Fpni/b ._ 


Invaſion in 88, the other from the Helliſh 


- Powder Plot, Nov.5.1605: by Mr. Sam.Clark. 
Towhich isnewly added abrief account of the-. 


lateHorridPlot diſcovered 1698,with a Relafi- 


on of otherPopiſhCruelties,here&deyond ſeas, . 
The Accurate Accomptant,orLondonMer- 


chant: being Inſtructions for keeping Mer- 


elſewhere , can from their own Experjence 


- teſtifie : by Theophilus Metcalf. - 


Alſo a Book called a School-maſter to it, 


**xplaining all the Ryles thereof. | 
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chants Accompts:by ThomasBrown Accomp- 
tank. , | 
; , Short Writing, the moſt Eafie, Exgct,-Lie_ 
neal and Specdy-Method that hath ever yet . 
7 been obtained 2: as thouſands m the City and 
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- Sold by John Hancock. 
A Word of Advice to Saints ; or a choiee 
Drop of Honey from the Rock of Chrift. 

A Copyiy-Book of the neweſt and moſt 
uſeful Hands, with Directions for Spelling, 
and a". | 

A Difſwahve from Gonformity- to the 
VVorld: alſo Gods ſeverity again Impeni- 
tent Sinners: By Henry Stubbs Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. 

Vennings Remains, beingthe ſubſtanceof 
many Sermons: By Mr. Ra/ph Venning,pre- 
pare1by \himfelf for the Preſs a little 
his death, 

Goſpel love; Heart purity, and the flou-. 
riſhing of the Righteous; being the laſt Ser- 
monsdf that lateEminent DivineMrFo/.C aryl. 
The Young mansGuideto Bleflednetfs, ſa- 
.] fonableDirectionsforYouth intheirunconver« 
0 OC Es Miniſter of the- 

ple, 

Caujz Dei, oran Apology forGad : wheres 
in the perpetuity of Infernal Torments is evi» | + 
denced, and both his Goodneſs and Juſtice - 
defended : Allo the Nature of Puniſhmentsin | 
gun » and of Infernal ones in- particular, #£ 

iſplayed : by R. Barebogpe. 4 

he Le cy. 9 png Moſher to her "of 
mourning; Children being the Experiance of* 
Mrs Soſeme Bel[; publiſhed. by . Þbe 4 £8 
oks, Cling. 
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